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NEITHER TO &tLE: BEST 
nor yer to the worſt; bur te the 
common fort of Women, 


> V/ing with my ſelfe, being idle, and ha- 
| pl #/1g little eaſe to paſſe the time withal!l : 
and 1 being in a great choller agatuſt 
"| ſome Women, I meane more then one : 

And ſo inthe raffe of my fury, taking 
my Penne in hand io beewile the time 
withall; inacede 1 might haue imployed 
wy ſelfe to better w/e, then in ſuch ax idle buſine(ſe , ava it 
were better to pocket vp a peiling intury,thew to intangle my 
ſeife with ſuch Fermine: for ths I know, that becanſe wo- 
mex are women, therefore many will doe that in an houre, 


diſdaineof women;the reaſow ts, for that their affections are 


jo PrAjanc with the hatwaus emis of UNC an/l ant Worn, 
which they happen to be acquainted within theix tragels: for 
OS. DF 


—_ 


= __ . The Epiſtlegg&cc, 


it dath fo tloy their (omackes that they cenſure hardly of we. | 


men eur afterwards: wronmed menwill net be {oronet)en; 


therefor c if you doc il, you muſt not thiuke to heare well. fe 
| althoxeh the world be bad.yet tt is wot cams io that paſſe that 


mee ſhould beare with all the bad conditions that are ui ſome 
WORB*R. als A 

1know 1thall be b:iten by many becauſe 1 torch many:b ns 
before 1 goe any further, let mznhiſper one word in your 
eares,and that i this; whatſoeuer you thinke priaqtly, Iwiſh 
you 29 concedlet with ſilence Left 17 fearting vp to find fax, 
you proeue your ſelues gniltze of theſe monſtrous accuſations, 
which are here foellowins agarnſt ſome wamen;@# theſe which 
ſpurne,if they feete theraſelues touched prone theſelues lark 


fooles in beryr a 1172p their galied backes tothe world: for this 


booke tancheth no ſort of women but ſuch as when they heare 
ir,vwill goe about toreproue tt. . For although in ſome part of 
thi boeke 1 trip at your neeles.yert will 7 ſtay you by the hand 


fo that you ſhall not fall fartver then you are willing;although 


1 deale with you after the manner of a ſhrew,which cauna o« 
therwiſe caſe her carſt h:art but by her unhappy tongue: lf 1 
be too earweſt beare with mea Vitle, for my meanin EC & 708 10 


ſpeake mach of theſe that are good. 1 [hall {peare 100 litihe of 


theſe ther ave naught: out yet 1 will not altogether condemne 


the bad;but boping to vetter the good by the naughty examples 


of the bad for there ts 2 woman ſo gud, bathath one iale part 
or other in ber, which may be amendea;for the cleareſ} rincy 
that &, hath ſome durt in the bottome:lewels are all precious, 


but yet they are nat all of one price, nor all of owe Verexe t 


gold is not all of one picture, no more are women all of oye 
diſpoſitron:vwomen are al ntceſſary enils,and yet not al rinew 
?o wickeaneſſe,ans yer many ſo bad that inmy conceite, if 1 
Jhawld ſpeake the wor {t that 1 know by ſome womep, 1 _ 
| #3AKE 


> 0 et wo «ſe 7% 2 " u PSPS WR ge As. £ v 
« OT ents oo Tio VIA "oY FN T2 LES ICT % TOES 6 28 , x *% : bc 2 ee w_ A . 
BK, > I OT, © ym p MES: +464 io > ties Vo cy ns Y , y 4 = m yy uy ©. "2 + ; 9 + S. dlirss 
4 _— Doh halter IRE p78 TR Wo 


2%E J Gs 9 PLES KC 
RY 8 ee a pe FN + 


The Epiſtle, &c, 
mate their eaves glow that heare me, and my L0oue would 
#1i/ter to report tt : but it ts 4 oreat diſcredit fer 4 man to 
be acconnted for a fcola, for {coltizg is the manner of 
ſhrewes: therefore had rather anſwere them with ſilence 
which finae fantt , then flrineco winne the Cuckine-ftes!t 
from thew. Now me thinkes 1 heare (ome curious Dames 
2ine their raſh iudgemi nts. & ay, that Thauing no wit, d«(- 
cant vpon wemen which hate more wit then men, To4n- 
[were you agatac, If 1belje you fnage me onkina, but if 1 
[peake the irin, I ſhall be the better beleewed another time - 
| _. endif l had wrote never (0 well, it 6 impeſstble topleaſe all, 
and if neuer ſo ill, yet 1 ſhill pleaſe ſome. Let it be well ay 
111, 1 looke for no praiſe for wy labour ; 1 am weaned from 
my mothers teate, and therefore nener mere tobe fed with 
her pap : wherefore ſay what you will, for 1 will fol'ow my 
own: veine in vnfoldrzg exery plect , and ſhrning encry 
Wwrinckic of a womans diſpoſition,and yet 1 will net wade ſo 
] farre ouer the ſhaves,but that I may return ary, nor ſo farre 
| 5, but that 1 may eafily efcape om : 1x4 yet for all that, I muſt 
ronfe(ſe my felfe tobe in fzult, and that 7 haut offended you 
beyond ſaissſaciion, for it ts haxd togine a [ufficrent recom- 
peace for aſianaer; and yet bereafier, if by meanes 1cannot 
obtaine yorr fauour to be one of your Pulpit-men,yet you cat- 
10t deny me but to be ane of your Pariſh: aud therefore if you 
pleaſe but to plice me in the Bia) of the Church hereafter, yeu 
{hall finae my denotivn [0 great towards yew, as he that kxee- 
feth at the Chaxcell doore ; for 1 wrate thu Booke with my 
band, but not with my heart. 
Inacea when T firftbrgan to write this Booke my wits were 
gore 4 wooll- gathering, inſomuch, that in a manner 1 forgot 
my [elfe,and ſo in the reugh of my fury,T vowed for ener tobe 
4n open enemy viito women: but when my furie was a little 


x AZ 2 | paſt 


— = The Epiſile,&c | 


prf,1 begin 10 conſider the blaſphemy of thi infamous Bocks 


againſt yonr Sexe ; 7 then tooke my Penne, and cut him in 
ewentte preces, aud had it not beene for hurting my ſelfe, l 
would han cut mine owne fingers which held the Penne. And 


farthermore, for apennance 1 dee craue that my ſelfe may be 


4 Tuage againſt my ſelfe:but yet aſſure your [elues ,of all enils 
1 will c buf e the leaſt ; wherefore { chaſe rather to beare 4 


_ Faggot, they burne by the Fagget. Tou may perceine the 
2 h0gr: 5 turned into another doore, and thas I begin to be 


Sea-ficke,and yet not paſt halfe a male on the ſalt water, and 


that my mpath hath vtrered that im.my fury which my heart 
neuer thought, ang therefore 1 confefſe that my tougue hath 
gone beyond my wits: far 1 ave ſurmiſegthai the ſauce which 
I hane mages too ſharpe for your ayctzaad the flowers which 
{ haue gathered are roo ſtrong for yeur noſes : but if 1 has 


brought little Dogges from Iceland, or fine Glaſſes from Ve- 


Nice, then 1 am [are that you would einer haute wooed me ts 
baue them, or wiſhed te ſee them. E=t [will here conclude 
this firſt Epiſtle, praying you with panence to heaxethe reſt; 


for of 1 offend you at the firſt, 1-will make you aniends a8 the 


laſt : and ſo 1 leaxe you to hmm whoſe Seat ts in Heanen,and 
whoſe Foot-Hoole gs the Earth. 


1 


Yours inthe way of honefty, 


OD Joſeph SWetnam. 


ON 


To Tur Reaber. 


Reade it if you pleaſe, and like it as you lift : neyther to 
|; the witeft Clarke, nor yer to the ſtarkeſt Foole ; but 
| 
f 


vato the ordinary fort of giddy-headed young men, 


I ſend this greeting, 

Poo 10 ihis Beare-Garaen apace,and get in betimes,and 
view euery Roome, where thou mayeſt beſt ſit, for thine 

owone pleaſure, profit, and hearts-eaſe ; and beare with my 

radeneſſe, if 1 chance to offend thee. But before 1 doe open 

this Trunke full of terments againſt women, I thinke it were 

not amiſſe ts re(emble thoſe which in old time did ſacrifice #9 

Hercules : for they v{ed continually firſt to whip all their 

Do2ges ont of their Citie:and ſo 1 thinke it were not amiſſeto 

arine all the womtn ont of my hearing. for doabt leſt this lit- 

te (par ke kindle into ſuch a flame, and raiſe ſo many ſtinging 

Hornets humming about my eaves,that all the wit 1haue wil 

| 194 quench the one nor quics the other; for 1 feare that Thaue - 

! ſet downe more then they wil like of,and yet a great deale leſſe 

then they deſerue: ard for better proefe,1 referre my ſelfe to 


F thou meane to ſee the Beare-bayting of women, then 


My 
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berus the three-headed Dog did at Hercules, when he came 

; into Hell to fetch ont the faire Proſerpina : and yet 1 charge 

! them mt nowbut with a Bul-ruſhyn reſpect of a ſecond Booke © 

i which i almoft ready:1 do now but feare them with falſe fire, 

but my nexi Charge ſhal be with weapons, and my Larum with 
Powder - 


. thetudgement of Men,which bane more experience them my 
| ſelfe,for 1 eftceme little of the malice of women, for Men wil © 
| be perſwadedwith reaſon, bat women muſt be auſwered with 
| ſilence; for Iknow women will barke more at me, then Cer- : 


l _- To the Reader, 


powder and [at « for then we will gae wpon theſe vexemout 


Adters, Serpents, ex1 Snakes, andtread and trample thewn 
UVpitr our feete : for 1 have kuowne FIANJ # 4 with 
{ome of theſe Scorpions, ani therefore 1 warm? dil ments 
beware the Scorpion, I know women will bite the {1p at me, 
and cenſure hardly ef me, but 1 feare not the carff Cow, for 


EO. on. A _—_ << Iron ou anomay ” 


ſhe commonly hath ſhart horges : let them cenſare of me wh! 


they will, for 1 meane not to make ther 1) Iuages , apa if 
_ they ſhoote their [pite ar me, they may birthemſeia?s, and [6 


1 will [mile at them as at the fooliſh Fize, which burneth 
ter ſcife in the candle. 4ud ſo friendly Reader, if thou 
haſt any diſcretion at all, thaw mayſt take a happy exawsple 
 bytoeſe moſt aſcinious and crafty, whoriſhabeeuſh and kna- 

i/h worsen, which were the canſe of this my idle time ſpen- 


alu © and yet Thane no warrant to wake thee beleexe this 
which 7 write to be true, But yet the ſimple Bee gathereth 


Honey where the venemous Spider aeth ber poyſon. And ſo 
7 will conclaae, left then hane canſe to jay.thai my Epiſtles 
are longer then my Booke:a Boske 1 msy callt 1 hope withoat 


— _—_—_ Los . 


great Steed s but a Horſe, $5" 
If thou read but the beginnins of 4-Booke, thon caxſt piue 
19 tudgement of that which enſeth : thevefore 1 ſay as the 


offenc? : for the Cellier cats his Horſe a Horſe aud the Kings 


Fryer, whoin the midſt of bis Sermoy [ais oftew, that the 


beſt was behiinae : And ſo, if thou reade it all ener, thou 
ſhah aot be deluded, for the beft i behindt. 11thinke 7 have 
ſhot ſo ncere the while that ſome will account me for a good 
Archer ; And ſs 1 pray thee to looke tothy fect, that tho run 
.. mot ourr thy ſyooes, and ſo be paſt recontry before my ſecond 


" Booke Comme, 


Thy friend 


NE | toſeph Swtt nam, 
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Women are crooked by nature , 
| will cauſe them to be angry. 
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CHAP. 1. 
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Ths firſt Chapter fheweth to what we women were made: 


it alſo ſheweth, that moſt of them aegenerate from the ve 
they were framed wnto, by leading a proud,lazie,and idle 
life, to the great hinderance of their poore Husbands. 


& Oſes deſcribeth a VVoman thus: Ar the 
4 firſt beginning (ſayth he) a VVoman 
\ was made to be a helper vnto Man: 
and fo they are indeede , forſhe hel- 
peth to ſpend 8& conſume that which 


KN Man painefull: etteth, Hee al lo 
ſaith, That they were made of the Rib 


.of a Man; and that, their —_— nature ſheweth: for * 


a Rib is a crooked thing , good for —_— elfe; and 


fora ſmall occaſion 


eee es ee © 59% ores tage er I —OooemeRn 


Sin names '4 A. "> ew 


en er ro inn re oo "es * CI ee pen no 


gaine, in a manner, ſhee was no ſooner made, but 
ſtraightway her minde was {et ypon miſchicte ; for by 
her aſpiring minde,and wanton will,the quickly procu- 


_ . red Mans fall: and therefore euer fince they are and 
' hauebeenea woe vnto Man, and follow the Line of 


their firſt Leader. 

For I pray you let vs confider the times paſt with the 
time preſent ; firſt, that of Dawid and Salomon : if they 
had oceafion ſo many hundred yeeres agoe to exclaime 
ſo bitterly againſt VVomen; for the one of them ſayd, 
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(2) 


That it was better to be adoore-keeper,and better dwel 
ina Den amongſt Lyons,then to be in the houſe with a 


froward and wicked Woman: And the other ſaid, That. 
the clyming vp of a Sandy hill coanaged man,was no- 
thing ſo weariſome, as to betroubled with a ftroward 


Woman; And turther he ſaid, That the malice of a 
| Beall, is not like the malice of a wicked VVoman, nor 
that there 15 any thing more dangerous then a VV OMAan 

 mber iury. 


The Lyon being bitten with hunger, the Beare being 
robbed of her young ones,the Viper being trod on,all 
theſe are nothing to terrible as the fury ofa Woman, A 
Bucke may be incloſed in a Parke a bridle rnles a Horſe, 
a Wolfe may be tyed,a Tyger may be tamed, bur a fro- 
ward Woman will 1cuer be tamed, no Spur will make 


her goe, nor no Bridle will hojd her backe : for if a_ 


VWoraan hol! an opinion, no mancan draw her from 


It ;; rellherof her fauir,ſhe will not belcene that ſhe is 


in any fatile 2 gincher good counſel}, but ſhewill not 
take it : 1f youdoe but looke after anorner VWoman, 
then {he will be tealous- ls: the more thou love ber.the 
mcr2 ſhe will diſdaine thee : and if thou threaten her, 


then ſhe will be angry : Hatter her,and then ſhe will be 


proud : and if theu forbearc her,it maketh her bold : 


and it :houchaſten her,then ſhe will curne to a Serpent: 


araword, a YWoman will never forget an iniury , nor 
give thankes fora good turne. VVhat wiſe man then 
will change gold for drofle, pleaſure for paine, a quiet 


- life for wrangling brawles,from the which maried men 


are nener free ? 
Salomon faith, That Women are like vato VVine.for 


that they will make men drunke with their deuices. 


Againe, 
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(3) 


Againe, in their loue &woman is compated to a Pom- 
wis-ſtone: for which way ſoeuer you turne a Pomn)is- 
ſtone,it 1s full of holesgeuen ſo are womens hearts: for if 
Joue fteale in at. one hole, it ſteppeth our at another, _ 

They are alfo compared vnto a painted Ship, whic" 


teemeth faire outwardly,and yet is nothing but Ballace 


within her; or to the Idols in Spajne, which are brauely 


lit outwardly,and yet nothing but Lead within therns 


or like vnto the Sea, which at ſometimes is*{o calme; 
that a Cock-boat may ſafely endure her might ; but a- 
nonagaine with outrage ſhe is fo growne, that { kt ouer- 
whelmeth the talleſt Ship thar 4s, 

A froward woman is compared to the VVinde,and a 
fill woman vnto the Sunne:for the. Sunne & the Wind 
met a Traueller ypon the way, and they layd a VV ager, 
which of them ſhould get his Cloake from him firſt : 
then firſt the VVind began boyſteroutly.ro blow;bur the 
more the VVind didblow,the more the Traueller wrap- 
ped and gathered his Cloake abour him: now when the 
VWind had done whathe could, and was neuer the nee- 
rer,then began the Sunue gently to ſhine ypon him,and 
he threw oft,not onely his « Cloake,but alſo his Hat: ard | 
Terkin, -T his Morall ſheweth, char a woman with high 
words can get hothing at the hands of her Husband, 
neither by froward meanes;bur by gentle-& faire mans 
the may get his heart blood to doe her good... h 

As women are compared vnto many things, e euen ſo 
many and many more troubles commeth gallopping 
after the heeles of a woman, thar young men before- 
hand doe not thinke ofzfor the World 1s not made all 


_ of Oat-meale, norall is-not Gold that gliſtereth, nor 


the : Way tO Heal 15 Not firewed with Ruthes, no. 
=. © - - - man 
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more is the Cradle of eaſe ina VVomans Lap. It chou 


wert a Scruant, or in Bondage before , yer when thou 
doeſt marry, thy toyle 1s neuer the neerer ended ; for 


. euen then, and not before, thou doeſt change thy gol- 
'den time for a drop of Honey, which preſently after- 


wards turneth to be as bitter as VVormewood.. 
Yet there are many young men which cudgell their 


wits, and beat their braines, and ſpend all their time in 


the loue of VVomen, and if they get a ſmile,or but a fa- 


uourat their Loues hand, they ſtraightwayare fo raui- 
| ſhed with ioy , yea ſo much, that they thinke they haue 
gotten God by the hand, but within a while after they 


will finde thar they haue bur the Deuill by the foot. A 


man may-generally ſpeake of VVomen,tharforthe moſt 


-*part thou ſhalt finde them diflembling in their deedes, 


and in all their ations fubtill and dangerous for mento 


 dealewithall; for their faces are lures, their beauties are 


baites, their lookes are nets, and their words charmes, 


CO IT 


it is ener matched With a cruell heart, and the heauenly 


lookes with helliſh thoughts, their modeſt counte- 
nance with mercilefle mindes, for VVomen can both 
{mooth and ſooth: they are ſo cunning in thearr of flat- 
terie,as if they had beene bound Prentice to the Trade: 
they Hhaue Szrens Songs to allure thee, and Xerxes cuti- 


- Bing to encharit thee they beare two. tongues in one 
mouth like 7adas, and two hearts in one bref} like Ma- 


2#5,the one full of ſmiles; and the other full,gf frownes, 
and al] ro decciue the ſimple and plaine-meatiing Man : 


-2 ys {they 


+ 


- 
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they can with the Sezyre, out of one mouth, blow both 
hot and cold, 
And what of all this? VVhy nothing,butto rell thee, 
that a Woman 1s better loſt then found, better forſaken 
then taken. Saint Pawl ſayth, That they which marry, 
doe well; but he alſo ſayth, That they which marry nor, 
doe better : and hee (no doubt) was well aduifed what 
hee ſpake. Then, if thou be wiſe, keepe thy head out of 
the halter,and take heed before thou haue cauſe to curſe 
thy hard pennyworth, or with the Prieſt {peechleſle 
Which knit the Knor, 
The Philofophers which lined in the olde time, their 
opinions were ſo hard of Marriage, that they neuer de- 
!ighred therein ; for one of them being asked, why hee 
marryed not ? hee aaſwered,that it was too ſoone; and 
afterwards, when hee was 01d. hee was asked the ſame 
aeſtion,and he ſaid then.that it was too late, And fur- 
ther hee ſayd, That a marryed man hath but two good 
dayes to be looked for; that is, the Marriage day,& rhe 
day of his Wiues death; fora Womar\ will feed thee 
| with Honey,and poyfon thee with Gall. Diogenes was 
| fo dogged. that he abhorred all VVomen; and Aagaſins 
wiſhed.that he had lived wifelefſe.and died childleſle. 
| On a time one asked Socrates, VVhether he were better 
to marry,or to liue fingle? and he made anſwer; VYhich 
{oeuer thou doeſt,it wil repent thee:for if thou marryeſ} 
not,then thou wilt live diſcontented, and die without 
iſfue,and fo perhaps a ſtranger ſhall poſſeſle thy goods ; _ 
and if thou doeſt marry,thou Sc continuallvex- 
ations;her Dowry will be oftencaſt in thy diſh,if ſhe do 
bring Wealth with her. Againe,it ſhe complaine,then 


her Kinsfolke will bend the browes,and her Mother wil 
BE... ſpcake 
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FT 6) 
ſ; uwthe her pleaſure by thee : and if thou marryeſt onely 
for faire lookes,yet thou mayeſt hap to goe without th& 
when thou lookeſt for them : and if thou marryeſt one 
that 1; {ruitfull in bearing of Children,then wil thy Care 


be the more increaſed ; tor little doth the Father know 


what ſhall be the end of his Children: and it the be bar- 
ren,thou wilt loath her;and it honeſt, thou wilt feare her 
death; - andit vahoneſl, thou wilt be weary of thy lite: 
for when thou haſt her, thou muſt ſupport her in all her 
bad actions ; and that will be ſuch a perpetuall burthen 
vnto thee,that thou hadft euen as good draw water con- 
tinually to fill a bottomeleſſe Tub. 

A Cerdlenin ona time faid to his friend, I can help 
you to good marriage tor your {onne; His "FP madc 
him this anſwer, My ſonne(l: 11d he)ſhall ſtay till he haue 


' more wit: the Gentleman reply [ed apaine.ſaving,If you 
- marry him-not before he hath wit, he will neuer mary 


{o long as he liveth, Fora m arryed man is like vato one 


arreſted ; and I thinke that many a man would flye vp 


_—_ Heauen, if this arreſt of Marriage kept mem not 
acke, 

-Itis faid of one named Domett as, that he buried five 
VViues,and yet neuer wet one Hand- kercher z no, not 
ſhed fo much as one teare: Alſo 7y//es,he had a Dogge 
which loued him well;and when that Dogge dyed.kee 
Wept bitterly, but hee neuerſhed one teare when his 
Wite dyed. Wherefore, it thou marryeſt without rc- 
ipect,bur onely for bare ouc thenthou wile afterwards 
wich ſorrow ſay, That there is more belongs to Houlſe- 


keeping, then foure bare Legges ina Bed, Aman can- 
-_ not hiuc with his hands in his boſome, nor buy Meat in 


tc Market tor honeſty without Money: whete there is 


mo- - » 


(7 

nothing but bare Walls, it is a fit houſe to. breed Beg 

gars into the World ; yer there are- many that- thinke, 

when they are marryed,that they may liue by loue : but 

if wealth be wanting, hot loue will toone be cold, and - 

your hot deſires will beſoon quenched with the ſmoake 

of pouerty. To what end then ſhould we liue 1n loue; 
ſeeing iris alife more to be feared then death > for all 

thy Money waſtes in toyes,and is ſpent in banquetting, 7 _ | 

and all thy time in fighes and ſobs, ro thinke vpon the _ & 

trouble and charge which commonly commeth witha — 

Wite:tor commonly women are proud without prof, 

{ and that is a good Pureation for thy Purſe ; and when 

_ thy Purſe is light, then will thy heart be heauy. 

The pride of a woman is like the droplie: for as drinke 

; increaſeth the drought ofthe one,cuen fo Money inlar- 

{ _ geththepride of the orher : thy Purle mult be alway 0- 
pen to feed her fancy,and ſo thy expences will be great, 
and yet perhaps thy getting ſmal:thy houſe muſt be {to 
red with coſtly ftuffe;& yer perhaps thy ſ{cruants ſtarued 
for lacke of Meat: thou muſt diſcharge the Mercers 

 Book,and pay the Haberdaſhers man,for her Hat muſt 

_ continually be of the new faſhion,&her Gowne of finer « 
Vooll then the Sheepe beareth any : ſhe mutfi-likewiſe 
hauc her Jeweil-Box furniſhed;efpecially it ſhe be beau- 
mtull ; for then commonly Beauty & Pride gocth toge- 
ther: and a beaurifull woman is for the moſt part cofily, 
and no good Huſwife z and if the bea good Huſwite; 
then no Seruant will abide her fierce crueltie : and if 
| ſhee be honeſt and chaſte , rhen commonly {hee 1s 


iealous. 
A Kings Crowne & a faire woman is deſired ot many: 


But he that getteth either of chem, inert tn great 7 08 
I enter «ape 4p 
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bles and hazard of his life. He that getteth a faire VVo- 
man,is like vnto a Priſoner loaden with fetters of gold : 
for thou ſhalt not fo oft kifle the ſweet lips of thy beart- 
tifull Wife, as thou ſhalc be driuen co fetch bitter ſighs 
from thy ſorrowtull heart, in thinking of the charge 
which commeth by her : for if thou deny her of ſuct: 
toyes as ſhe ftands not in need of,and yet 1s defirous of 
them,then ſhee will quickly ſhut thee out of the doores 
of her fauor, & deny thee her perſon, and fhew her elite 
AS it wereat a VVindow, playing vpon thee, not witt 
{mall ſhot, but with a cruell Tonguezſhee will ring thee 
jucha peale,that one would think the Deuil were come 
irom Hell,ſaying,I might haue had thoſe which would 
haue maintained me like a VVoman, whereas now I gae 
like no-body; but I wil be maintained,if thou wert han- 
ged:with ſuch like words ſhe will vexe thee, blubbering 
forth abundance of diflembling teares (for VVomen do 
teach theireyes to weepe:)for do but crefſe a VVoman, 


+ r5e atogin Sata, 
_ — —  — — — — — —  — — 


although itbe never fo lirtle, ſhee will traightway put 


finger in the eye,and cry: then preſently many a fooliſh 
man will flatter her,and intreat her to be quiet; but that 
marres all, for the more ſhee is intreared, ſhee wil powre 


forth the more abundance of deccitfull reares, & there- 


tore no more to be pittied,then to ſee a Goole go bare- 
foore; for they haue teares at command, fo haue they 


words at will, and oathes at pleaſure; for they make as 
much account of an oath, as a Marchant doth, which: 
will forſweare himſelfe for the getting of a penny. I ne- 

-  ueryet knew VVoman that would deny to ſweare in de- 
_ fence of her own honeſty, & alwayes ſtand highly vpon 


ir, although ſhec be aſhamed to weare it in VV inter for 


catchin of cold, nor in Summer for hcat, fearing leaſt 


it May {cit away, Many 
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and ſome men neuer feare their Mony,vntill they come 


Money to lye with a Lady z and going homewards,he 


| ſtreet with her without mocks, nor ares 4 thy neigh- 
 bours without frumps; and commonly t 


- 99 
Many will ſay, this which I write is true,and yer they 
cantiot beware of the Deuil,vntil they are plagued with 


his Dam ; The little Lambe skips and leapes, till the 


Foxe come, but then hee quiuers and-thakes; the Beare 


dances at the ſtake, till the Dogges be vpon his backe; 


into the hands of Theeues:: euen fo,ſome will neuer be 
warned, and therefore are not to be pirtied, if they be 
harmed. VVhat are women,that make thee ſo greedily 
to gape after them? Indeede,{ome their faces are fairer 
and beaurituller then others ; ſome againe ſtand highly 
vpon their fine foot and hand, orelle all women are a- 
like : 7-2 15 as good asmy Lady, according to the 
Countrey mans Prouerbe, who gauc a great ſumme of 


made grieuous nzoane tor his Money: and one being 


on the other fide the hedge;heard him ſay, Thathis one 
athom: was as gonad as the Lady. But whether this be 


true,orno,my ſelfe I doe not know; but you haue it as I 
heard 1t. 

if thou marryeſta woman of euill report, her diſcre- 
dic will bea ſport inthy brow: theucanſt not goc inthe 


e faireſt wo- 
men are ſooneſt enticed to yeeld,ynto vanitie, He that 
hath a faire VVife and a Whetſtone, every one will be 
whetting thereon : and a Caftle 15 hard to keepe, when - 
it is aſſaulted by many;and faire women are commonly 
carched ar. He that marryeth a faire woman,eucry one 
will wiſh his death to enivy herzand it thou beneuerſo 
rich, an4 yer bur a Clowne in condition, then will thy 
faire V/ife haue her credit, to pleaſe her fancie ; for a 
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Diamond hathnot his grace but in gold, no more hath 


a faire woman her full cemendations, but in the orna- 
ment of her brauery; by which meanes there are diuers 
women, whoſe beautie hath brought their husbands 
into great pouertie and diſcredit, by their pride and 
whoredome. A faire woman commonly will goe like 


a Peacocke, and her Hysband muſt-goe likea YVood- 


cocke. 

Thar great Giant Pamphimapho,who had Bcares wai- 
ting vpon him like Degges, and could make tame any 
wilde Beaſt; yet a wanton woman hee could neuer rule 
nor turne to his will. 

Salomon was the wileſt Prince that ener was; yet hee 
luſted after ſo many women,that they made him quick- 
ly forſake his God, which did alwayes guide his tteps, 
{o long as he lined godly. 

» And was not Das/d the beſt beloued of God, and a 


 mightie Prince? yet for the loue of women hee purcha- 


ſed the diſpleaſure of his God. + 
Sampſon was the trongeſt man that euer was,for euery 


lock of his head was the ſtrength of another man;yet by 


a woman he was ouercome: he reucaled his ſtrength to 
her,and payed his lite tor that folly. 
Did nor 7jez4be! for her wicked luft: cauſe her Hus- 
dands bloud to be giuen to Dogges ? 
tobs Wite gaue her Husband counſell to blaſpheme 
God, and tocurſe him; : 
Agamemnoys ite, torafmall iniurie that her Hus- 
band did her, thee firft committed adulterie, and after- 


 wyards conſented to his death. 


Alſo the Wife of Hercales, ſhe gaue- her Husband a 


poyloned Shirt, which was no.ſooner on his back, but it 
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Yr. 
did fticke fo faſt,that when he would haue plucked it off; 
it core the fleſh with it, . 

Tf thou wouldeſt auoyd theſe evils, thou muſt with 
VIyes binde thy ſelfe to the Maſk of the Ship,as he did, 
or el{c it would haue coft him his life; for otherwiſe the 
Syrentan women would haue inticed him into the Sea, 
if he had not fo done, 

Ir is ftrange to ſce the mad feates of women; for they 
will be now merry, then againe ſad ; now laugh, then 
weepe; now fick, then preſently whole: all things which 
like not them,are naught; and if ic beneuer fo bad, if it 
like them,it is excellent. Againe, it is death for women - 
to be denyed the thing which they demaund, and yer 
they will deſpiſe things ginenvnasked. 

When a woman wanterh any thing, ſhee will flatter 


and ſpeake faire ; not muchvnlike the flattering Bur- 


cher,who gently claweth the Oxe,when hee intendeth 
to knocke him on the head : but the thing being once 
obtayned , and their defires gayncd , then they will 
begin to looke Migge, and anſwere fo lately , and 
ſpeake fo ſcornefully , that one would imagine they 
would neuer ſecke helpe, nor crave comfort at thy 
hand any more, But a woman is fitly compared to a. 
Shippe, which being neuer fo well rigged, yet one 
thing or other 15 to be amended ; cuen fo, giue a wo- 
man all that ſhee can demand to day, yet ſhee will be 
out of reparations to morrow, and want one thing or 
others 0, 
VWamen are called night-Crowesfor that commonly 
in the night they will make requeſt for ſuch royes as 
commeth in their heads in the day, VVomen know 
their time to worke their crafc; for in thenight they will 
— worke 


TN 


07 

worke a man like Waxe;and draw him like as the Ada- 
mant doth the Iron: and hauing once brought him to 
the bent of their Bow, then (hee makes requeft for a 
Gowne of the new-faſhion Stuffe,for a Petticote of the 
fineſt Stammell orfor a Hat of the neweſt faſhion. Her 
husband being ouercome by her flattering ſpeech, part- 
ly hee yeeldeth co her requeſt,although it be a griefe to 
him,for that he can hardly ſpare it out of his Rocke; yet 
forquietnefle ſake,hee doth promiſe what ſhee deman- 
deth, partly becauſe he would ſleepe quietly in his Bed. 
Againe,cuery married man knoweth this,that a woman 


will never bequiet, it her minde be ſet vpona thing, till 
ſhee haue it, Now, if thou driue her off with delayes, 


then her fore-head will be ſo full of frownes. as it ſhee 


— _— — — —_ 


threatned to make Clubs Trumpe, and thou neuer a: 


black Card in thy hand: for except a woman haue what 
ſhe will, fay what ſhe liſt,and go where ſhe plcaſe,other- 
wiſc thy houſe will be fo full of ſmoake, that thou canſt 
not ſtand in tt, 


It is ſaid, That an old Dogge and an hungry Flea bite 


ſore;but in my mindea froward woman biteth more ſo- 
er: and it thou goc about to maſter a woman, hoping 


eo bring her to humilitie ; there 1s no way to make her 


good with ſtripes,except thou beat her to death: for do 


what thou wilt, yeta froward woman in her franticke 


mood will pull, hale, fweare, ſcratch, and teare all that 
ſtands in her way. 


What wilt thou that I ſay more, oh thou poore mar- 
ried man ? If women doe not feele the raine, yet here is 
a ſhowre comming,which will wet them to the <kinnes. 


A woman which 1s faire in fhew, is foule in condition ;_ 
ſhee is like ynto a Glow-worme, which is bright in the 
& hedge. 


(13) 
hedge,and blacke in the hand: in the greeneft Graſle ly- 
cth hid the greateſt Serpents; painted Pors commonly 
hold deadly poyſon;and in the cleareſt water the velieſt- 
Toad;and the faireſt woman hath ſome filthinefle mn her. 
All is not Gold that gliſtereth : a ſmiling countenance 
15 no certaine teſtimoniall of a merry heart, nor coftly 
garments ot a rich Purſe. Men doe not commend a 
Iudpe for that he weareth a Scarlet Gowne, but for his- 
inſt dealing; no more are women to be eſteemed of by 


the ornament of their brauerie,but for their good beha- 


utour : yet there is no Riuer ſo cleare, bur me 


durt in the bottome. But many a man in this Land,we 
need not goe any further for examples, but here we may 
fee many fooles in cuery place ſnarcd in womens Nets, 
after a little familiaritic and acquaintance with them: I 
thinke if they were numbred, the number would paſle 
infinit,if it were poſſible,which for the lo:te of wantons . 
haue loſt their Voyages at Sea,to their great hinderan- 
ces ; and many other haue nener regarded the farre di- 
ance which they haue beene from their Countrey and 
Friends,vntill they had conſumed their ſubſtance : and 
then being aſhamed to returne home againe in ſuch bad 
ſort, I meane by Weeping-Croſle. & Pennyleſle Bench, . 
many of them rather chuſe to deferuc New-gate, and fo 
come to Tiberne ; farre contrary to the expectation of 
their Friends and Parents, which had otherwiſe prout- 
ded for them, if they had had grace,or would haue been 
ruled. 


C 3 CHAP. 
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CHAP, 11. 


The (econd Chapter ſheweth the manner of ſub watt as 


Ire pon el! 1 cpart : 1t alſo ſhewethghet the beant» off 


women bath beene #he bane of many a man , for it bath 
exe revme alter and ſirens men, elogwent «1d ſubtitle 
Wen ; 4nd in « word, it bath owercoms all men, as by &x- 
amiples following {ball appeare. 


ve ſingular wit and wiſedomez yet 
ec loued fo many women, that hee 


| did guide his ſteps, fo long as hee li- 
=} ued godly .and ralcd juſtly; but after 
he had glutted himſelfe with women, 


then he could ſay /arttie of vaniites_all is but vanitie, He 
alſo,in many places of his Booke of Prouerbs exclaimes 


moſt bitterly againſt lewd women,calling them all that 
naught is and alfo difplayerh their properties, And yet 


[ cannot let men goe blameleſſe, alrhough women goe 
 ſhameleflegbur] will rouch them both ; for if there were 


not receivers, then there would not be ſo many ficalers ; 
if there were not fo many Knauves,chere wonld not be ſo 
many VVhoresztor they bath hold rogerher,to boulfter 


each others villany : foralwayes birds of a feather will 


fiocke together, hand in hand, to boulticr each others 


- villany, Men I ſay may live withovr women, but wo- 


men cannot liue without men : For Feas-,whoſe beauty 
was excellent faire, yet when thee needed 2 mans helpe, 
ſhee tooke Fs/cex,a ciub-fouted Smith, And therefore, 


it 


2) Ir{t chat of Salowoy, vnto whom God 


quite forgot his God, which alwayes 
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(15) 
if a womans face glitter, & her geſture pierce the Marble 
wall; or if her Tongue be ſo finooth as Oyle,and fo ſoft 


as Silke,and her words ſo ſweet as Honey;or it ſhe were 
a very Ape for wit,or a bagge of Gold for wealth; or if 


her Perfonage haue ftolne away all that Nature can at- 
foord,and ſhe be decktvp in gorgeous apparrell: then a 
thouſand ro one but ſhee will lone to walke where ſhee 
may get acquaintance z and acquaintance bringeth fa- 
miliaritie,and familiaritie fetteth all tolliesabroach;and 
twenty to one, that if a woman loue gadding, but that 
ſhe will pawne her honefty to-pleaſc her fantaſie, 

Man muft-be atall the coft,and yer liue by the loſſe; 
a man mult take all the paines,and women will ſpend all 
the gaines : A man muſt watch and ward, fight and de- 
fend,rill the Ground,labour inthe Vineyard;and looke 
what he getteth in ſeuen yeeres, a woman will ſpread it 


 abroadwitha Forke-inone yeere,and yet little enough 


to {erue his turne, buta great deale too little to get her 
good will : Nay, it thou giue her neuer ſo much, and 
yet if thy perſonage pleaſe not her humour, then will I 
not giue a halfe-penny for her honeſtie-at the yeeres 
end : For then her Breſt will be the- harbourer of an 
enuious heart, and her heart the ſtore-honſe of poy- 
ſoned hatred : her head will deuiſe villany , and her 
hands arc readie-to practiſe that which -her heart de- 
wieth. | 

Then who can bat fay,that Womew ſprung fromthe 
Deuill, whoſe heads, hands, hearts.minds and foules are 
cuill}for women are called the hooke of allcuill, becauſe 
men are taken by them, as Fith 1s taken by the hooke, 
For women haue a thouſand wayes to entice thee,and 
ten thouſand \ayes to deceiue thee, and all ſuch fooles 


Re 


(216) 


-46 are ſuitors vnto them: ſome they keepe in hand with 
- promiſes, and ſome they teede with flattery, and ſome 


they delay with dalltance, and ſome they pleaſe with 


kifles : they lay out the foldes of their haire, to entan- 
ple men into their louez betwixt their breaſts isthe val- 


ley of deftruction, and in their beds is hell, forrow,and 


repentance. Eagles cat not men till they are dead, bur . 


Women deuoure them alive : fora VWomanwill pick 
eay pocket, and empty thy purſe, laugh in thy face, and 
cut thy throat: they are-vngratefull, periured, full of 
fraud,flouting, and deceit, vnconſtant,waſpiſh .toyith, 
lighty{ullen, proud,diſcourteous,and cruel,and yer they 
were by God created,and by Nature formed,and thece- 
tore by pollicy and wiſdome to be auoyded , for good 
dhings abuſcd, areto be refuſed, orelſe for a Moneths 
pleaſure,ſhe-may hap to make thee goe ftarke naked: ſhe 
will giue thee roſt-mear, but ſhewill beat thee with the 
Spit: if rchou haſt Crownes in thy purſe, ſhe will be 
thy hearts gold;vntill ſhe leaue thee nota whit of white 
money : they are like Summer birds for they will abide 
no ſtorme,but flocke about thee inthe pride of thy glo- 
ry, and fly from thee inthe ſtormes of affliftion : for 


_ theyayme more at thy wealth thenat thy perſon, and 
eſteeme more thy money, then any mans vertuous qua- 
| lities : for they efteeme of aman without money, as a 


Horſe doth of a faire Stable without meat : they are 
like Eagles, which will alwayes flye where the car- 
rion 1s, | 

She will play thehorſe-leach to ſuck away thy wealth, 
but in the winter of thy miſery ſhee will fly away from 


thee: Nor vnlike the Swallow,which in the ſinnmer har- 


boureth her ſelte vnder the eues of an hauſe, and againſt 
| Vater 
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_ winter flyeth away,leauing nothing but durt behind her, 


Salomoy ſaith,he that will ſuffer himlelte to be led away, 
or take delight in ſuch womens company, is like a foole 
which reioyceth when he is led to the ſtockes. Pro.7. _ 

Hoſea by marriage with a lewd woman, of light beha- 


ntour,was brought into Idolatry. Hol. 1. S$. Paul accoun- 


teth fornicators ſo odious,that we ought not to cat meate 
with them ; he alſo ſheweth, that fornicators ſhall not 
inheric the kingdome of Heauen,r.Corinth.the 9. and x1. 
verſe. | 

And in the ſame Chapter Saint Pawlexcommunicateth 
fornicators, but vpon amendment he receiueth them a- 


gaine. VVhoredome is puniſhed with death, Deutero. 


22, 2I, and Genel. 38. 24. Phineas,a Prieſt,thruſt two A. 
dulterers, both the man and the woman, through the bel- _ 
ly with a ſpeare, Numbers 25. 


God deteſteth the money or goods gotten by whore- 
dome,Deuteronomy 23.17.18. VVhores called by diuers 


- . names,and the properties of whores, Prou. 7.6. and 2, A 


whore enuieth an honeft woman. Eſdras 19. and 42. 
Whoremongers God will indge, Heb. 13. and 42. They 
ſhall haue their portion with the wicked , in the lake that 
burneth with fire and brimſtone, Reuel.2 1.8. 
 Onely for the ſinneof whoredome God was forry at 
the heart, and repented that cuer he made man, Geneſts 
" 7 "7, "ne -_ 
Saint Paal faith, to auoyd fornication, euery man may 
take awitc, 1 Corinthians the 7.2, | 
Therefore hee which hatha wite of 11s owne , and yet 
goeth to another woman, is like a rich Theete, which will 
fteale when he hath no neede. OG 
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There are three wayes to know a Whore : by her wan- 
ron lookes,by her ſpeech,and by her gate, Ecclefteſticns 26, 


and in the ſame chapter he faith, that we muſt not giue our 


irengrh vato Harlots: for VWhores are the euil of all cuils, 


and the vanitie of all vanities; they weaken the ſtrength of 


a man, and depriue the body of his beauty; it furrowerh 
the browes, and maketh the eyes dimme : and a whoriſh 
woman cauſeth the Feaucr and the Gout; and at a word, 
they are a great ſhortening to a mans lite, For although 
they ſceme to be fo daintic as {weet meat, yet in triall they 
arc not ſo wholeſome as ſowre ſawce : They haue wit, bur 


1t 1s all in craft ; if they loue, It iS vehement ; but if they f 


hare, it 1s deadly. 


Plato faith,” That women: are-either Angels or Diuels, 


and that they either loue dearely, or hate bitterly; for a 
woman hath no meane 1n her lone, nor mercy in her 
hate; no pitty in reuenge,nor patience in her anger: there- 
fore it 1s ſaid, that there is nothing in the world which 


both pleaſeth and difpleaſeth a man more then a woman : 


for a woman moſt delighteth a man, and yet moſt decei- 


ueth him : foras there is nothing more ſweet vnto a man, 


then a woman when ſhe ſmileth ; euen ſo,there is nothing 
more odious, then the fierce and angry countenance of a 


woman, 


Salomez in his 20.08 Ercleſiaftes ſaith, that an angry wo- 
man will tome at the mouth like a Bore: if all chis be true, 
as moſt true 1t 15, why ſhouldeſt thou ſpend one houre in 


the praiſe of a woman, as ſome fooles doe ? for ſome will _ 


brag of the beauty of ſuch a maid; another will vaunr of 


_ the bravery of ſucha woman, that ſhe gocth beyond all 


me women in the Pariſh : againe, ſome ſtudy their fine 
WIS, 
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wits, how they may cunningly ſoothe womeny and with 

. Logicke how to reaſon with them, and with Eloquence 
. to perſwade them : they are alwayes tempering their wits. 
as Fidlers doe their ſtrings, who wreſt them ſo high, that 
many Limes they ſtretch them beyond time , tunc, and 


reaſon, i 
Againe, there are many that weary themſclucs with 


dallying, playing.,and ſporting with women, and ti they 


are neuer fatished with the vniatiable deſire. of them : 1f 


with a Song thou wouldeſt be brought aſleepe, or with-a 


Dance be kd to delight, then a faire woman is fit for thy 
dyet; it thy Head be in her Lappe,ſhe will make thee be- 


leeue that thou art hard by Gods Seat,when indeede thou 


art iuft at Hell Gate, 
Theodora, a monſtrous Strumpet, on a time made her 


 bragges to Socrates, of the great haunt of luſtic Gallants 


which came to her houſe: and furthermore, ſhee told him, 
that ſhee could get away more of his Schollers from him, 
then he could of hers from her, No maruell (quoth S9- 


crates) for thy wayes ſeeme pleaſant and cafie, and thar is 
the way youth loues to walke in; but the way that lea- 


. deth to a vertuous life , ſcemeth full of brambles and 
- bryars. 


And to match with this, there is an Hiſtorie that makes 


mention of three notable Curtizans, whoſe names were 


Lauia,Flora,and Layes:Laxia and Layes were howo,common 
toall men; they would play at{mall game, rather then fit 
out:theſc 3.ſtrumpets,during their life ttme,were the beau-. 
tifulleſt & richeſt of that trade in the world,& had 3:ſeuc- 

ral gifts, whereby they allured their Louers to ſeck their fa- 
nors. The Engine wherewith Zan entrapped her Louers, 
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proceeded from her eyes ; for by her ſmiling counte. 
nance, and wanton lobkes, ſhe greatly inflamed all that 
beheld her. And Flora wan her louers by her excellent 
witandeloquent tongue. And La es enticed her Louers 
by her ſweet finging and pleaſant fingering of Inftru- 
ments of mutficke, 

But now againe to Lawia , King Demetrins gaue but a 
glaunce of his eyes ſuddenly vpon her, and was taken prc- 
ſcntly with hernet , and ſpent eleuen talents of filuer vp- 


on her, which he had prouided and appointed to pay his 
ſouldiers : and furthermore he quite forfooke his owne 


wife, and neuer left the company of this Strumpet , vntil! 
death tooke her from him; and after ſhee was dead, hee 
made great moane for her death; he alſo kifleq and em- 
braced her,and cauſed her to be buried vnder his window 


death, : 
Layes likewiſe had a King , whoſe name was P#rrhas, 


Which was her chiefe friend , but yet he ſerued bur as it 


were for acloak; for he continued not very long with her 
1n Greece, but went himſelfe to the warres in [taly, but 10 
his abſence ſhe was not onely ſought to, but ebtained of 
many,and ſet downe her price, that before ſhe would doc 
Her worke,ſhe would hauc her money, = 
Now to Flora, ſhe was a Kings daughter , her Parents 
dyed when ſhe was of the age of fitteene yeeres, and ſhee 
was leftas richas beautifull, ſhe had the bridle of liberty 
throwne on hernecke , ſo that ſhe might runne whither 
ſhe would; forſhe was without controulement, ſo that 
fodainly ſhe determined to trauell & ſee the wars of Afri- 


ca, where ſhe made ſale both of her perſonage and honor, 


King 
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that ſo often as he did fee her graue, he might bewaile her 


= 


(2T) 
King Menelaus was the firſt thatmade loue vnto her,as -  ' 
hce was marching to the warres of Carthage, and ſpent - 
more money vpon her,then in conquering his enemies, 
Bnt as ſhe was of a noble race,fo ir is ſaid, that ſhe neuer 
gaue her ſelte ouer to meane and petty company , as the - 
other two did ; but ſhee had a ſcroule ſer ouer her gate, 
the tenor whereof was thus, King, Prince, Emperour or 
Biſhop, enter this pallace and welcome: neither was this 
Flora \o greedy of gold, asthe other two were; foron a 
time one of her familiar friends asked her the cauſe why 
ſhe aia 83: make price of her loue > ſhee made this an- 
| fwere, I commit my bouy fo none but to Princes and 
 Noblemen, and I ſweare there was neuer Man gaue me ſo. 
little,but that I had more then Iwould haue asked,orthar 
I looked for; and furthermere the ſaid, that a noble wo- 
man ought not to make price of her lone : all things are 
ata certaine rate, except loue, and that a woman of great 
beauty ſhould be ſo much eſteemed of, as ſhe eſteemes of 
her ſeife. Shee dyed at the age of fortic yeares, and the 
wealth ſhe left behinde herin Rome , was valued to be fo 

| much.,as would haue builded new walles round about the 

| _ City,if there had beeneno wals atall, | 

Was not thatnoble City of Troy ſacked and fpoyled 
ior the faire Hel/exs? and when 1t had coft many mens 
lives,& much blood was ſhed, and when they had gotthe 
conqueſt, they got butan harlot, By this and that which | 
followerh,thou ſhalt ſce the power of women, how # hath 
beene ſo great, and more preuailed in bewitching mens 
wits, and in ouer-comming their ſenſes, then all other 
things whatſocuer., Ithath not onely vanquiſhed Kings 
and K<ifars, but it hath alſo ſurpriſed caſtles & countries z 

' Da. nay. 


. 
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nay, what is it thata woman cannot doe, which knows 


(22 ) 


her power ? 
| Therefore flay not alone in the company of a woman, 


. truſting to thy owne chaftitie, except thou be more ſtron- 
ger then Sampſon, more wiſe then Salomen, or more holy 
| then Dawid; tor theſe and many more haue been ouercome 

by the fiveet enticements of women, as. thou ſhalt reade 


hereafter. 
It is ſaid, That the Gods themiſclues did. change their 


ſhapes, for the loue of ſuch women. as they luſted after, 
| 1upiter he transformed himſelfe into a Bull , Neptaxc into 


a Horſe.and Mercnyy into a Goat. 


_ Ariflippres deſired ſweet meat for his belly , and a faire 
woman for his bed. | 


Burt in my minde , he that layes his net to catch a faire 


woman, hee may chaunce to fall into the ſprindge which 
was laid for a VVoodcocke: therefore 1 doe admoniſh 


young men, and I aduiſe old men , and I counſell ſimple 


. men, and I warneall men, that they flyc froma wicked 


woman, as from. the peſtilence, or elſe ſhe will make thee 


fiyc intheend, 


Ariftortle,tor keepin g.company with a quean in Athens, 


' was faine to runne away, to ſauce himſelfe from punith- 


' ment, and yet he had dwelt there, and wrote many. bookes 
. for the ſpace of thirtie yeares. 


 Againe, Sewpſon and Hercules for all their great ftrength 
and conqueſt of Giants and Menſters,yet the one yeelded 
his club at Diazers foote, and the other reucaled his 
firength to D4/zlah,and paid his lite for his folly, 

The ſugred and renowned Orators Demoſthenes and 
Kerienſins , the one came from Athens vnto Corinth, to 


compond 
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compound and agree with Zayes a common firumpet, as 
you heard before of her, and yet hee had but onenights- 
lodging with her, And the other was fo farre in loue with 
another bird of the ſame cage, the which hee could nor 
obtaine,nor yet could he conquer her affection, vntill hee 
had quite pined himſelfe away , ſo that in ſhort time he 
had waſted himſelfe to nothing, - 

Plato, for all his great Philoſophy and knowledge, yer 
he kept company with Archenafſe when the was old, and 
forſaken of all her Louers : tor the had giuen her ſelfe to a 
number in her youth, yet neuerthelefle Plato lo loued her, 
that he wrote many verſes 1ncommendation of her. 

Allo Secrares forhis grauity and wiſedome is renowned- 
throughout all the world ,. yethee moſtdearely-loued Al-- 
phaſ7,an old and ouer-worne Strumper, 

Loue ſtayed King Anttacons in Calcideaa whole winter; 


| forone maide that hee fancied there, to his great hinde- 
:., TRRED.. + | 


Loue ſtayed King Haziniball in Capua a long ſeaſon, lay- 
ing all other his neceſlary aftaires alide, the which was no 
ſmall bhinderance to himy for in the mcane while his ene- 
mics inuaded a great partof his Countrey, 

Likewiſe 1u/:us Ceſar , he continncd in 4/exapdria , a 
long ſeaſon, nor for the louc of on2; bur he lufted after ma- 
nv,to his great infamy any diſgrace, & 

That great Captaine Ho/oferes,whofe fight made many. 
thouſands to quake, yet he loſt his lite and was flaineby a 
WOman. 

Was not Heroas loue fo great to a woman, that he cau- 
{ed, /obn Baptiſt to looſe his head tor her fake 2 

Vhereforc to auoidethe fight , many times 18 the beſt 


; rafor 
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_ rafor,, tocut off the occaſion of the euill which commerh 
- by women: tor had not Foleferyes feene the beauty of 


tudith , and marked the finenefle of her foote, he had not 
loft his head by her. If Herod had not feene Heyodias 


daughter daunce , he had not fo raſhly granted her Saint 


TIohn Baptiſts head. Had not Exe (ſcene the Apple, and af- 
fo ſhe was tempted with the beauty of the Serpent , who 
as our Schoole-men doe write , that he ſhewed himſelfe 


like a faire yong man but had not the ſeenc it, I fay, ſhee - 


had not eaten thereof, to her owne griete and many more. 


By fight, the wife of Pozjphay was moued to Juſt after her | 


ſcruant /o{eph, Ir is ſaid of Semiramy of Babylon , that af- 
rer her husbands death , ſhe waxed fo vnſatiable in car- 
nill luſt, that two men at one time could nor fatiſfe her 

deſire, and fo by her vnſatiableneſle , ar length all Perſia 
_ grew full of whores. 

And likewiſe of one Feniſe a ſtrumpet in Cipr,it is ſup- 
poſed, that by her fame and ill life, ſhe cauſed all c:pres at 
length to be full of queanes. | 

And of one faire Rodape in Egypt, who was the firft no. 
red woman in that Countrey , butat lengthall the whole 
Countrey became full of Strumpets. f 

Is it notftrange, that the ſeed of one man ſhould breed 
ſuch woe vnto all men ? | 


One ſaid vnto his friend , Come let vs goe ſcea pretty 


wench. The other made this anſwere; I haue, faid hee, 
ſhaken ſuch fetters from my heeles, and I will neuer goc 
where I know I ſhall repentatterwards. Bur yet happily 
ſome may ſay vato me; It thon ſhouldeſt refuſe the com- 
pany or the curtefic of a woman, then ſhe would account 

thee a {oft-fpirited foole,a milke-ſop,and a meacocke. 
| But 
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"But alas, fend foole,wilt thou more regard their babble 
then thine owne blifle > or eſteeme more their frumpes, 


- then thine owne welfare > Doeft thou not know,thatWo- 
men alwayes ſtrive againſt wifſedome , although many 


times 'it be to their vtter onerthrow ? Like the Bee, which 


-15 often hure with her owne Honey; cuen ſo women are 
- often plagued with their owne conceit, weighing downe 
lone with diſcourteſfie, gtuing him a weed, which preſents 
' them with flowers ; as their catching in icaſt, and their 


keeping in earneft: and yet the thinkes that ſhe keepes her | 
ſelfe blameleſle,and in all ill vices ſhee would goe name- 
leſſe : but it ſhee carry it neuer ſo cleane, yer in the cnd 
ſhee wil! be accounted but for a cunny-catching queane: 
and yer ſhe will fweare that ſhe will thriue, as long as ſhe 
can finde one man aliue; for ſhe thinkes to doe all her 
knauery inuiftble : ſhe will hane a figge-leafe ro couer her 
ſhame; but when the figge-leafe is dry and, withered, it 
doth ſhew their nakednefle ro the world, For take away 
their painted cloatnes, and then they looke like ragged 
walls;take away their ruffes,and they looke ruggedly;their 
coyfes and fomachers, and they are {imple to behold 
their hayre vntruſt, and they looke wildely ; and yet there 
are many, which lay their nets to catch a pretty woman : 
but hee which gerteth ſuch a prize, gaynes nothing by 
his aduenture, but ſhane to the Body,and danger 1o the 
Soule ; for the heate of the young blond of theſe wan- 
tons, lcades many vnto deftruction for this worlds plea- 
ſure : It inchants your Mindes, and enfeeblerh your Bo- 
dies with diſcaſes; it alſo {candalizeth your good names; _ 
but moſt of all, ir. endangereth your Soules, How can it 
otherwiſe chooſe, when luft and vncleanenefſe continually 


E keepe 


(26) 
ke:pe them company , glurtony and floath ſerueth them 
at the table, pride and vaine-glory apparelleth them , but 
theſe ſeruants will waxe weary of their ſeruice,, and in the 
end they (hall haye-no other ſeruants to attend then, but: 


onely ſhame , griefe and repearance: but then , oh then 


(you will ſay) when it is too late; Oh would to God that 


wee had beene more carefull of truc glorious modelſtie, 


and leffe cunning to keepe wantons company ! Oh there-- - 
fore remember , and thinke beforc-hand, that cuery ſweet 
hath his ſowre : then buy not with a drop of honey a gal- 
lon of gall. Doe not thinke that this worlds pleaſure will 
paſſe away with a trifle, and that no ſooner done , but 
preſeatly forgotten : No,no, anſivere your ſelues, that the 
puniſhment re-naineth eternally , and therefore better it 
were to be an addlecgge, then anill bird, For weare 
not borne toour ſelnes, to liue ar pleaſure, but to take 
paines, and to labour for the good of our Countrey; yet 


fo delightfull is rhe preſent {weetneſſe , that wee ncuer re- 


member the following fowre : tor youth is too too eaſily 
wonneand ouercoime with the worlds vanities : Oh, too 
foone (I fay ) is youth in the blofſomes deyoured with 


| the Carerpillers of foulc luſt and laſciutous'defircs, The 
blacke Fiend of Hell , by his inticing fweerte finne of luſt, 


drawes many young wits to confuſion : for in time it 
drawes out the heart bloud of your good names, and that 
being once loſt,ts neuer gotten againe. Bari” 

_ Apaine, luſt cauſerh you to doe ſuch foule deedes, 


- which makes your fore heads, for cuer afterwards ſeeme 


ſpotted wxh blacke ſhame and eucrlaſting infamy , by 


which mcanes, your graues after death are cloſed vp wich 
times ſcandall. And yer women are cafily wooed, and 
| T. - 2p _ſoone: 
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| foonewon, got withan Apple, and loft with the paring. 
_* Young wits are ſoone corrupted , womens bright beau- 


ties breede curious thoughts 3 and golden gifts eafily 


 ouercome wanton defires F with changing madeſtie into 


paſtimes of vanitie and betig once delighted ctherein,con- 


tinue 1n the ſame withoutpgntance : you are onely the 


pcopies wonder, and misfortunes banding ball, toſt vp & 
downe treavorld with woe vpon woe ; yea , ten thouſand 
woes w1!t bee galloping hard at your heeles , and purſue 
ou whereſocuer you goe : for thoſe of ill report cannor - 
BA ſtay 1n one place, but rome and wander about the 
world, and yet euer vnfortunate, proſpering in nothing, 
forſaken and caſt out of all ciuill companies, ſtill in feare 
Icſt Authoritie withthe ſword of Iuftice barre them of li- 
betty. Loc thus your lives are deſpiſed walking like night- | 
Owres in mifery,and no comfort ſhall be your friend , but 
onely Repentance comming too late, and ouer-deare 
bought. A penance and puniſhment duc to all ſuch hated. 
Creatures as theſe are. . 
Therefore belceue all yorrvnmarried wantons ,- andin 
belecuing grieue, that yon haue thus valuckily made 
your ſelues neither Maides, VViddowes, nor VViues, but 
more vile then filthy channel{-dure ,” fit to be ſwept our of ' 


. theheart and ſuburbs of your Counnicy, - O then ſuffer 


not this worlds pleaſure to take from you the good 
tnoughts of an honelt life: But downe, downe vpon your 
knees you earthly Serpents , and wath away your blacke 
{inne with the chriſtall teares- of truc ſorrow. and repen-. 
tance, ſo that when you wanderfrom this inticing world, 
wm may be waſhed andclicanſed from this foule leprofie 
of nature, | 


BA. 


 doewell. 
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| Loethus in remorſe of minde, my tongue hath vttered 
to the Wantons of the World the aboundance of my 
hearts gricte , which I hauc percctued by the vnſcemely 
behauiour of vnconſtanr, both men and women : yet men 
for the moſ} part are rouched but with one fault, which is 
drinking too much ; but it is ſaid of Women, that they 
bauc wo faults, that is, racy can neyther ſay well, nor yet 

 Forcommonly Women are the moſt part of the fore- 
noone painting themſelues, and trizling their hayres, and 


prying in their Glafle like Apes, to pranke vp themſclues 


ia their Gaudies, tike Puppets ; or like the Spider, which 
wcaues a fine webbe to hang the Fly. Amongſt women ſhe 
is accounted a Slut,which goeth nor in her Stikes:; There- 


fore if thou wilt pleaſe thy Lady, thou muſt like and loue, 


fue and ſerue; and in ſpending,thou mult lay on load : for 
they muſt haue maintenance, howſoeuer thou get it, by 
hooke or crooke, out of {a5 Bagge, orthe Dinels Bud- 
get; thou mult ſpare neyther Lands nor Lining, Money 
nor Goid.. « 
For Women will account thee a Pinch-penny, if thou 
be not prodigall; and a Daſtard, if thou be not ventrous ; 


for they account none valiant, except they bee deſperate : 


if filent;a Sot; if full of words,a Foole; tudging all to be 
Clownes,which be not Courtiers, If thou bee cleanly in 
thine Apparrell,cthey will tearme thee proud; if meane in 
Apparrell,a Slouen : it rall, a Lunges; it ſhort,a Dwarte : 
for they haue ripe wits,and ready Tongues; and if they get 


an ynch,they will claime an ell;ſhe will coll thee about the 
_necke with one hand, but the other ſhall bee diving into 


thy pocket : and it thou take her with the manner, then ir 
| | was 


\\ 
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was bur in ieft ; but many times they rake it in teſt, and (if 
, they be not ſpyed) keepe it in earneſt : Bur if thy pockets 
| grow emptie, and thy revenues will not hold out longer. 
' ro maintaine her pompe and braucric then the preſently 
leaues to make much of thy perſon, and will nor ſticke to . 
{ay vnto thee, that ſhe could haue beſtowed her loue on. 
fuch a one, as would hane maintained her like a VVoman : 
ſo by this means they weaue the webbe of their owne woe, 
and {pinne the thred of their owne thraldome; it they lack, 
they wil lack at the laſt for they wil cut it out of the whole 
Cloth, to long as the Piece will hold out. © 
| Is not the Bee hiued forhis Honey,the Sheepe ſheared: 
:  forhis Fleece, the Oxe necke wrought for his Maſters 
| profit, the Fowle plucked for her Feathers, the Tree graf- | 
ted to bring torth Fruit, and the Earth laboured to bring 
| forth Corne 2 But what labour or coſt thou beſtoweſt on 
a Woman, 15 all caſt away, for the will yeeld thee no pro- 
fit at all : for when thou haſt done all, and ginen them 
all that they can demaund, yet thou ſhalt bee as well re- 
 warded-as: thoſe men were, whom E/op hyred for three- 
halfe-pence a day to heare him recite his Fables. 
Theſe things being wiſely conſidered,then what a foole 
| art thou to. blinde thy felfe in their bold behauiour, and 
| bow at their beckes, and come at their calls, and fell thy 
| Lands, to make them ſwimme 1n their Silkes, and ter in 
their Iewels, making G// a Gentlewoman, infomuch,that 
ſhe careth nota penny for the fineſt, nor a fig for the prou- 
deſt 2 fhe is as good as the beſt, although ſhe haue no more- 
honeſty then hardly to ferue her owne turne , ſuffering e- 
uery mans fingers as deepe in the Dith as thine are 1n the 
Platter, and cuery man to angle where thou caſteft thy 
E 3 hooke, 


(30) 
hooke , holding vp to all that come; nat much vnlike a 
Barbers chaire, that fo foone as one knaue is out, another 
is in, a common hackney for every one that will ride, a 
boate for euery one to row in : now if thy wealth do begin 
co faile, then ſhe bidderh thee farewell, and giues thee the 
are in the Divels name : not much vnlike the knauiſh 
Porters in Brifow, who willcry, Anew maſter, a new,and 
hang vp tae old, It the marter be fo plaine, then conſider 
this, that the houſe where ſuch a one keepeth her refi- 
dence.ismore odious with {lander, then carrion doth in- 
tect the aire with ſtinke; let them flatter how they will, 
there 1s no lous in. them butfrom the teeth outward. 1 
blaze their properties the plainer, and giue thee the ſtron- 
ger reaſons, becauſe I would haue thee lothe the alluring 
traines of ſuch deceitfull and laſciuvious women : although 
fhe make great proteſtations of lone, and thereto bindeth 
her fclte with moſt damnable oathes, then belecue her 
leaſt of all.for there is no more hold in her oathes , nor in 
her loue,then is certainty of a faire day in Aprall, although 
it looke neuer ſo cleare,-yet it may turneto a foule. Thauc 
ſeene a Curtizan thus pictured out: Fs. 5 
Firſt,a faire young man blinde, and in his armes a beau- 
- tifull woman ,. with one hand in his pocket , ſhewing her 
thetr, and a knife in the other hand to cut his throat. 

. Now peraduenture thou maiſt ſay vnto that,thon doeſt 
not know one woman from another withont ſome trial, 
becauſc all women arc in ſhape alike : for the ſowre crab 
is itke-the iweet Pippin, Trucitis, the Rauen is abird, 
andthe Swan 1s buta bird : enen ſo , many women are in 
ſhape Angels, but in qualities Dinels , Painted Cofhn<, 
with rotten bones. The Eſtridge carryerh faire feathers, 

"J.. bus 
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but rancke ficſh, The hearbe Aolis carricth a flowre as 
white as ſnow,but a roote as blacke as inke.. 
Although women are deaurtful!, ſhewing pirry,yer their 
, hearts are blacke, ſwelling with miſchicfe,not much vnlike 
vnto old trees, whoſe outward leaues are faire and greene, 
and yet the body rotten: if thou haunt their houſes, thou” - 


ae AER LINE 


| wiltbe enamoured; and ifthou doe but hearken to theſe 
Syress, thouwiltbe inchanted, for they will allure thee! 

; with amorous glances of luſt, and yet kill thee with bitrer* | 
| Jlookes of hate : they have dimples in their cheekes to de- 

| celue thee, and wrinckles in their browes to betray thee: 

; they haue eyes to intice,ſmiles to flatter, imbracements to. 


pronoke,beckes to recall, lips to enchant,kifſes to enflame, 
and teares to excuſe themſclues. no 
It God had not madethem onely to be a plague to man,  - 
he would neuer haue called them neceſfary cuils,and what 
are they better? for what doe they either ger or gaine, faue 
or keepe? nay, they doe rather ſpend and conſume all that 
which a man painfully getteth : a man muſt be at all the 
coſt,and yer liuc by the loſle, 
It is very eaſe for him which neuer experienced him- 
ſelfe in that vaine pleaſure, or repenting pleaſure, chooſe 
\ you whether , I meane the accompanying of lewd wo- 
men : but ſuch as are exerciſed and experimented in that 
kinde of drudgery,they I ſay haue acontinuall defire, and 
temptations ready at hand : therefore rake heede at the 
- firſt, fffer not thy lelfe to be ledaway into luſttull folly: 
for it is more eaſte for a young man or maid roforbeare 
carnall a&t, then it is for a widdow, and yer morceafic for 
a widdow , thenfor her that is married, and hath her hu 
 bandwanting : then take heede at the firit , for there is no-. 
| E | thing - 
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thing gotten by women, but repentance. 
For women are like the Bay-tree, which is ener greene, 


but without Fruirz.or like the vnprofitable Thorne,which 


bearethas trima Bloſlome as the Apple: This is nothing, 


but co tell thee, that chou muſt not 1udge of Gold by the. 


colour, nor of. womens qualities by their faces , nor by 
their ſpeeches : for they haue delicate tongues, which will 


rauith and rickle the itching cares of giddy-headed yong 


men; ſo fooliſh,that they thinke themlelues happy if they 
can but kifle the Dazie whereon their loue did tread: who 
t ſhe irowne, then. hee deſcends preſently into Hell ; bur 
if ſhe ſmile,then is he carryed with wings vp into Heauen: 
There 1 an old ſaying, That when a Dog wagges his taile, 
he loues his Maſter. | 


Some thinke, that if a woman ſmile on them,ſhe is pre- 


ſently ouer head andeares in louc ; One muſt weare her 


Gloue,another herGarter,another her colours of delight, 
and another ſhall ſpend and Jiue on the fpoyle which 
{he getteth from all the reft : Then,if thou wilt giue thy 
Body to the Chyrurgton,and thy Soule to the Diucl,ſuch 
women are fit for thy dyct. Many creatures of cuery kind 
relemble women in condition: for ſome Horſe,an vnskil- 
full Rider can hardly diſorder; and ſome againe, in de- 
{pight of the beſt Rider that is,will haue a Iadiſh Tricke : 
{ome Hawke, although ſhe be il] ſerued,yer will fit quiet 


and ſome,it neuer ſo well ferued, yet will continually flye 
at checke ; againe, ſome Hounds by no meanes will tor- 


take their vndertaken Game and ſome againe,in deſpight 


- of the Hunt{-man,will continually runne at randon ; and 


{ome men will ſteale, if their hands were bound behinde 
them; and ſome againe,will rather ſtaruc then fteale: cucn 
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fo ſome women will not bee wonne with ſeuen yeares 
louing,, and ſome againe will offend with an houres li- 
bertie. - - NE, 

Therefore if thou ſtudy a thouſand yeares, thou ſhalt 
finde a woman nothing elſe but a contrary vixto man: | 
nay , if thou continue with her an hundred yeares , thou 
ſhalt fiade in her new fancies , and contrary forts of beha- 
uiour;thereforc if all the world were paper, and all the ſea 
inke , and all the trees and plants were pens , and euery 


' man in the world were a writer, yet were they not able 


with all their labour and cunning, to fer downe all the 
crafty deceits of women. 

Now mee thinkes I heare ſome of you ſay, that young 
wits are ſoone corrupted, and that womens bright beau- 
ty breedeth various thoughts inmen, alfo golden gifts 
calily ouercommeth wanton woinens deſires: and there- 
by maketh them become Yemus darlings , quite changing | 
cuſtomes of modeſtie into paſhons of vanitie, wherein 
once delighted, they continue in the ſame without repen- 
tance or ſorrow, But out alas you laſciutous Dames, 
theſe lewd conditions of yours will ſpeedily bring all your 
toyes to ſorrow. 


CHAP. 111. 


The third Chapter ſheweth a remedy aoainft Loue , alſo many 
reaſons not to bee too baſtie in choyceof a wife. But if no 
remedy be but thou wilt marry, then how to chooſe awife, 
with as commendation' of the good , vertuons aud honeft 


Hamann. 
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RE E not too haſty to marry, for doubtleſſe 


- '\F a if chou marry ia haſt,thou wile repent by 
Iz &F\-aſfurc, For there are many troubles; 
SJ); which come galloping at the heeles of a 
= x j| voman,which many young men before- 
= — and do not thinke of. The world ts not 
all made ot Oate meale -nor all is-not Gold that gliſters; 
nor a ſmiling countenance is no certaine teſtimoniall of a 
merry heartz nor the way to heauen is not ftrewed with rti- 
ſhes;no more is the cradle of caſe ina womans lap. If thou 
werta ſeruant or in bondage beforg, yet when thou mar- 
ryeſt ,thy toyle 15 never the nearer ended; buteuen then && 
not before thouchangeſ? thy golden life which thou didfſt 
leade bctore,in reſpect of the marryed,for a drop of hony, 
which quickly turneth to bee as bitter as Worme-wood. |. 
And therefore farre better it were to have: two ploughs 
going.then one cradle , & berter a barne filled, then a bed; 
therefore cutoff the occaſion which may any way bring 
thee into fooles Paradiſe. Then firſt and aboue all,ſhun' j- 
dleneſle; for idlenefle is the beginner and-maintainer of 
loue,therefore apply thy ſelfe about ſome affaires,or be oc- 
cupyed avout ſome bulinefle : for ſo long-as thy minde or - 
thy body is in labour, the loue of a woman is not remem- 


>» 
'2 


bred, nor luſt ever thought-vpon : bur if thou fpend thy 


time idly amongſt women, thou art like vnto him - 
which playeth withthe Bee , who-may ſooner fcele of her 
Ring then.taſte of her honey : he that toucheth pitch may 
be defiled therewith , Roſes vaaduiſedly gathered pricke 


- our fingers, Bees vngently handled ,-ſting our faces :and 


yet the one is pleaſant, and the other is profitable.” And if 
thou bein company of women , the Diuell himſelfe hath 


NOcq... 
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act more illuſions to get men into his Net, then women 
have deuices and inuentions to allure men into their loue; 
and if thou ſuffer thy ſelfe once to be led into fooles Pa--. 
radice, (that is to ſay) the Bed or Cloſet wherein a woman 
is, (then ſay) thou art like a Bird ſnared ina-Lime-buth, 
which the more the ſtriueth, the faſter ſhe is. Ir is vnpoſſt- 
ble to fall amongſt ſtones, and not be hurt; or amoneſt 
thornes,and not be prickt; or amongſt Nettles,and not be 
ſtung : A man cannot carry fire in his boſowe, and nor 
burne his cloathing ; no more can a man liue in loue, but 
it isa life as weariſome as Hell : and hee that marryeth a 
Wife, marcheth himſelfe vato many troubles. It thou 
marryeſt a ſtill and quiet woman, 1: wi!l ſeeme to thee, that 
thou rideſt but an ambling Horſe to Hell; but if with one 
that is froward and vnquier, then thou wert as good ride 
a trotting Horſe to the Diuell, Heerein I will not be my _ 
owne caruer, bur I referre you to the indgement of thoſe 
which haue ſcene the troubles, and felt the torments : for 
none are better able to iudge of womens qualities, then 
thoſe which haue thems none feeles the hardnefle of the 
Flint,but he that ſtrikes it 5 none knowes where the ſhooe 
pincheth,burt he that weares 1t. It is faid,thata man ſhould 
cate a Buſhell of Salt with one which hee meanes to make 
his Friend, before hee put any great confidence or truſt 
in him : And if thou be ſo long-m chooſing a Friend, 
in my minde thou hadſt neede to care two Buſhels of Salt 
with a Woman, before thou make her thy Wite ; other- 
wiſe, before thou haſt eaten one Buſhell with her, thou 
ſhalc taſte of ten quarters of ſorrow, and for euery dram _ 


: 
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of Pleaſure an Ounce of Paine,and for every Pint of Ho- 


ney a Gallon of Gall, and for euery Inch of Mirth an Ell 
|  Y ; F 2 of 
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of moane. In the beginning a womans loue ſeemerh de- 
lightfull, but enderh with deſtruction; therefore hee that 
truſtech ro the loue of a woman, ſhall be as ſure as hee thae 
hangeth by the leafe of a tree in the latter end of Summer: 


and yer there is a grear difference betwixt the ſtanding 


poole, and the running ſtreame , although they are both 
waters. 
Therefore of two euils, chuſe the Jeaſt ,- and auoyd rhe 
greateſt, But my meaning is not here to aduiſe theeto 
chuſe the leaſt woman : tor the little women are as vn- 
bappy as the greatsſt; for though rhetr ſtatures be lictle, 
yet their hearts are big : then ſpeakefaire to all , but truſt 


none, and fay with Drogemes , Ir is too ſoone fora young 


man to marry, and too. late for old men, One asked a Phy. 
loſopher,whar the life of a married man was f hce anſwe- 
red, Miſery : And whats his felicitie? Miſerie: for he ſtill 
lingers in hope of further ioy : And what is his end ? and 
he ſtill anſwered, Miſery. . | 
There are fixe kiydes of women that thou ſhouldeft 
take heede that thou match not thy ſelfe to any one of 
them : that is to ſay , good nor bad, fairenor foule, rich 
nor poore; for if thou marrieſt one that is good , thou 


mayſt quickly ſpill her with tco much making of her : for 
 whenprouender prickes a woman , then ſhee will grow 
knauiſh :and if bad, then thou muſt ſupport her in all her 


bad actions, and that will be ſo weartſome vnto thee, thar 
thou hadſt as good draw water continually to fill a bor- 


tomlefle tub : 1f ſhe be faire, then thou muſt doe nothing 
elſe but watch her: and ifſhee bee foule and loathſome, 


who can abide her? if ſhe bee rich , then thou muſt 


 Torbeare her becauſe of her wealth : and if ſhe be poore, 


then 


| (37) 
* thenthoumultneedes maintaine her, RO, 

For if a woman be neuer ſo rich in dowrie, happy by 
her good name, beautifull of body, ſober of countenance, 
eloquent in ſpeech, and adorned with vertue, yet they 
han: one ill qualitie or other, which ouerthroweth all the 
other : like vato that Cow which giueth great ſtore of 
milke, and preſently ſtriketh it downe with her foot ; ſuch 
a Cow is as much to be blamed for the loſle, as to be com- 
1 mendedfor the gift : orlike as when men talke of ſuch a 

man , or ſuch a man, hee isan excellent good workman, 
- or he is a good Chirurgion, or a good Phyſitian,or he is 
þ a pretty fellow of his hands , but if they conelude with 
þ this word, But it 1spitty , hee hath one fault, which com« 
monly in ſome men 1s drunkennefle: then I fay, it he were 
endued with all the former qualities, yet they cannot gain 
him ſo much credit to counterpoyle the diſcredit that 
commeth thereby. | 

It is ſaid of men, that they haue that one fault, but of 
women it 1s ſayd that they haue two faults, that is to fay, 
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they can neither ſay well, nor doe well: there is a ſaying 

; that goeth thus; Thar things farre tetchrand deare bought 

4 are of vs moſt dearely beloued ; the like may bee fayd of 
women, although many of them are not farre fetched, 
yet they are deare bought; yea, and lo deare, that many a 

 mancurſeth his hard penniworth, and bannes his owne 
heart. For the pleaſure of the faireſt woman in the world 
laſteth but a hony-moone, that is, while a man hath glut- 


ted his affections , and reaped the firſt fruir: his pleaſure 


being paſt , forrow and repentance remaineth ſtill with 
him. _., —= 
i "Therefore to make thee the ſtronger to ſtrive againſt 
2» F 3 | theſe 
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theſe tame Serpents, thou ſhalt haue more ſtrings co thy 
bow then one: it is ſafe riding at two ankers, alwaies looke 
before thou leape, leaſt thy ſhins thou chance to breake, 
Now the fire is kindled, let vs burne the other faggot, and 
{o to our matrer againe. 

If a woman be neuer fo comely , thinke her a counter- 
fait: if neuer ſo ſtraighr, rhinke her crooked, if ſhe bee well 
ſer, call her a boſſe if ſlender, a hazell twigge; if browne, 
thinke her as blacke a as Crow; it well-coloured, a pain- 
ted wall; if fad, or ſhame-fac'd, then thinke her a clowne; 
if merry and pleaſant, thenſhe is the liker to be a wanton. 
But ifthou bee ſuch a foole, that thou wilt ſpend thy time 
and treaſure. the one in the loue of women, and the other 
to delight them ; in my minde thou reſembleſt the ſimple 
Indians, who oy themſelues moſt richly when they 
goe to be burned, NE 20 

Bur what ſhould I ſay? ſome wauld not giue their bable 
forthe Tower of London. He that hath failed at Sea, hath 
ſecnethe dangers , and hethat is married , can tell of his 
owne woe, but he that was neuer burnt, will neuer dread 
the fire. Some will goe to Dice, although they ſee others 
looſe their money at Play, and ſome will marry though 
they beg rogether, Is itnot ſtrange that men ſhonld beſo 
foolifh to dote on women , who differ fo farre. in nature 
from men?for a man delights in armes, and in hearing the 
ratling drums , but a woman loues to heare ſweer Muſicke 
on the Lute , Citrern, or Bandora : a man reioyceth to 
_ march among the murthered. carkafles, but a woman to 

dance on a filken carpet; a man loues ro heare the threat- 
nings of his Princes enemies, but a woman weepes when 
ſhe heares of warres: a man loues to lye on rhe cold grafle, 
wth | bur 
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but a woman muft be wrapped in; warme mantles: a man 
triumphes at warres , but a woman reioyceth more at 
Pcace. 35" | 

If a man talke of any kinde of beaſt or fowle, preſently 
the nature 15 knowne ; as for example, the Lyonsarc all 
ftrong and hardy , the Hares areal! fearcfull and coward- 
ly,che Doues are all ſimple,and fo of all beaſts and fowles 
the like I meane, few or none ſwaruing fromhis kindes 
but women haue more contrary forts of behauiour then 
there be women : and therefore impoſſible for a manto- - 
know all , no-nor one part of womens qualities, all the- 


s 


dayes of his lite. | E 
Some with {weet words vndermine their husbands, as 


Dalila did Sampſon , and ſome with chiding and brawling 
are made weary of the world, as Socrates and others : So-- 
crates when his wite did chide and brawle, would goe out: 
of the houſe till all-were quiet againe : but becauſe hee 
| would not {could with her againe, it grieued her the more. - 
for ona time ſhee. watched his going our, and threw a 
| chamber-port out of a window on his head * Hazha,quoth 
4 hee, Ithought after ajl this. thunder.there would come 
raine. ' 
There is an hiſtory maketh mention of onenamed A#- 
z3)nius , Who inuited. a friend of his to go home with him 
to ſupper;bur when he came home, he tound hiswife chi- 
ding and brawling with her Maidens , whereathis gueſt 
was very much diſcontented. .: Annynivs-turning to him, 
faid : Good Lord how-impatient art thou ? I have ſuffe- 
red her theſe twenty.yetres;,' and canſt not thouabide her 
two howres? by which meanes he canfed:his wite:to leaue 
chiding,and laughed out the matters... | 

| = There. - 


 kindeof venome init, that neither 
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There is no woman but cither ſhe hath a long tongue, 


ora longing tooth, and they aretwo ill neighbours , if 


they dwell together : for the one will lighten the purſe , if 
itbe ſtill pleaſed, and the other will waken thee trom th 

ſleepeit it be not charmed. Is it not firange of whar kinde 
of metrall a womans tongue is made, that neither cor- 
reCtion can chatten , nor taire mcanes quiet ? for there is a 


Þy faire meanes nor 
foule they arc to bee ruled. ' All beaſts by men are made 


tame,but a womans tongue will never bee tame; it is but 
a {mall thing and feldome ſecne, bur it is often heard ,-to 


_ the terrour and vtter confuſion of many a man. 


\ Therefore as a ſharpe bir curbes a froward horſe,cucn 
ſo a curlt woman muſt be roughly vicd : bur if women 
could hold their tongues, then many times men would 


hold theirhands. As.the beſt metled blade is mixt with 


iron, cuen ſo'the: beſt woman that is, is notfree from 
faults: the goodlicſt gardens are not free from weedes, ne 
more is the beſt, nor faireſt woman from ill deedes. 
; Hee that ſeth troth to tell, 
May blamed be though he ſay well. 
_ #fthog be young marry not yet; 
If thos be old thou wilt hawe moye witt: 
For young mens wines will not be taught, 
And old mens wints are goodfor nought. 
: And be that for a wonvans flriues by law, 
Shall firige like a cox-combe and proue out a Daw: , 
Then bay thou wot with ouer-maech coſt, | 


The thins which yeelds but labour loſt. 


_ + Divers beaſts and fowles by nature haue more ſtrength 
_ inonepart of the body then- in another ; as the Eagle 1s 
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(4T) 
the beake, the Vnicorne in the horne, the Bull in the head, 
the Beare in the armes, the Horſe in his Breſt, the Dogge - 
in his teeth, the Serpent-in his taile : but a womans chicte 
ſtrength 1s in her tongue. The Serpent hath not ſo much 
venome in his taile, as (he hath in her tongue; and as the 
Serpent neuer leaue:h hifling and ſtinging, and ſeeking 
to doe miſchiefe : euen ſo, ſome women are neuer well, 
except they bee caſting out venome with their tongues, + 
to the hurt of their husbands, or of their neighbours. 
Theretore he that will ditcloſe his ſecrets to a woman , is 
worthy rohaue his haire cut with Sampſon: for, if thou 
vnfoldeſt any thing of ſecret to a woman , the more thou - 
chargelſt her to keepe it cloſe , the more ſhe will ſeeme as 
it were to be with childe till ſhee haue reuealed it amongſt 
her goſſips; yet it one ſhould make doubr of her ſecrecie, 
ſhe would feeme angry, and ſay , Lam no ſuch light Huſ- 
wife of my tongue, as they whoſe ſecrets lye at their 
tongues ends , which flies abroad fo ſoone as they open 
their mourthes; therefore fcare not to diſcloſe your ſecrets 
to mee, for I was neuer touched with any ſtraine of my C 
tongue in my life; nay, the will not ſticke to ſweare that 
ſhe will treade it vnder foote,or bury it vndera ſtone: yer 
forall this belecue hernot, for euery woman hath one e- 
ipeciall goſſip at the leaſt , which fhe doth love and affect - 
aboue all the reſt, and vnto her thee runneth with all the 
ſecrets the knoweth, X 

_ There is a hiftory maketh mention of one Zyas , whom 
King Amaſis commanded to goe into the Market, and to 
buy the beſt and profitableſt meat he could ger; and hee 
bought nothing bur tongues : the King asked him the rea- 
ſon why be oought no other meat, who made this anſwer: 

I was 
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| was comminded to buy the beſt meate; and from the 
rogue com? many good and profitable ſpeeches, Then 


the King ſent him againe , and bad him buy the worit and 


 ynproficablett meate; and he likewiſe bought nothing but 


tongues. The King againe asked him the reafon : from na- 
ting (layd hee) commeth worſe venome then from the 
tongue,and ſuch rongues moſt women haue, 
Romane hiſtories wake mention oft one of the chicts 
Goucrnours of Rome, that had a fonne, whoſe name was 
Papirias,whole father tooke him with him to the Counſcl- 
houſe, that thereby he might learne wiftedome; wiſhing 
him withall to keepe their ſecrets. His mother was diuers 
tzmes asking of the Boy what they did at the Counſel- 
houſe, and whatthe cquſe was of their often meeting. 


 Ona time young Papir7m tearing to difpleaſe his Father, 


and hoping to fatisfic his mother,told her this : Mother 
(fayd he) thereis hard hold amongſt them about making. 
ofa Law, thateuery man ſhall haue two wines, or cuery | 
woman two husbands; and fo farre as I can perceiue, it is 


likely robe.concluded vpon , that crery min ſhall have 


two wiucs., 

The next day when he and his father were gone to the 
Counſell-houfſe, ſhe beſtirred her ſcife, and got moſt of 
the chiefe women of-the Cittie together, and told them 
what a law was like to be made, it it were notpreuvented: 
and fo to the Counſell houſe they- went a great flocke 
of them. But whenthey came in , - the Gonernours were 
all amazed, andasked the cauſe of their comming, And 
one of the women hauing leaue to ſpeake , fayd thus: 


— Whereas you are about to make a law, that enery man 


Hall have two wiucs , confider with your felues what 
vnquietneſte - 


TEES... T9” 

_ Viquietneſſe and ſtrife thereby will ariſe : but (ſaid ſhe) ir 
were better that one woman might haute two husbands, 
that it the one were on buſinefſe abroad, the other might 
| be at home, Now when the Gouernours heard this 
ſpeech, they maruelled whereupon it ſhould ariſe : then 
young Papirins requeſted that he might ſpeake , who pre» 
{catly reſolued them the cauſe of the womens comming; 
fo they greatly commended the Boy , and laughed the 

women to ſcorne. | | 

Here thou maift perceiue by a taſte, what VVine is in the 
But: if the Dragons liead be full of poyſon,, what venome 
then (thinkeſt thou) lurketh in the taile ? All this is but to | 
_ tell thee of the doubts and dangers that come by marri- 
age; yet] would not haue al! to feare tolye in the grafle, 
becauſe a Snake lyeth there; nor all men feare to goe to 
Sea,becauſe ſome men are drowned ar Sea; neither doe] 
warne al] men to feare to goe to their beds, becauſe ma- 
ny dic in their beds: then marry a Gods name, but againe, 
and againe take heed to the choyce of thy wite, 

Marry not for beauty without vertue, nor chufe for 
riches without good conditions. Ss/amen amongſt many 
other notable fentences fit for this purpoſe , faith,that a 
faire woman without diſcreet manners, is like a gold ring 
ina Swines ſnowt? And it chou marrieſt for wealth , then 
thy wife many times will caſt ir in thy diſh, ſaying , thatof 
a begger ſhee made thee a man, Againe, it thou muryeſt 
for beauty , and aboue thy calling, thou muſt not onely 
beare with thy wines folly, but with many vahappy 
words;for ſhe will ſay, ſhe was blinded in fancying thee: 
for ſhee might have had Captaine ſuch a one,or this Gen- 
tleman,or that , fo that thou ſhalt neuer necde to craug a 
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ſoule word at her hand in feauen yeares , for thou ſhalr 
 haueenough without asking, beſides I feare me thou wilt 
 beebetterheaded then wedded , toriſhee will make thee 


weare an Oxe feather inthy Cap; yer hee which hath a 
faire wife, will aduenrture on a thoufand infamies, onely 
;n hope to keepe her in the ſtate of an honeſt woman: but 
if ſhe be il]-giuen, doe what thou canſt, breake thy heart, 
and bend thy ſtudy neuer ſo much , yet all will not ſerue; 
thou mayeſt let her goe all! houres of the night, ſhe will 
neuer meet with a worſe then her ſelfe, except the meet 


with the divell himſclte, 


Therefore yer once more I aduiſe thee in the choyſe 
of thy wite , to haue a ſpeciall regard to her qualities and 
conditions, before thou ſhake hands , or iumpe a match 
with her: Allo enquire and marke the lifeand conu=rfati- 
on of her Parents, let the o!d Prouerbe put thee in minde 


Nercof; thatan euill Bird layeth an ill Egge, the Cat will 
| atter her kinde, an ill Tree cannot bring foorti! good 


fruite, te young Cub groweth craſtie like the Damine, 
tie young Cocke croweth as the olde, and 1t is a verie 


_ Tare watter to ſee Children tread out of the paths of their 


Parents. He that commeth into a Faire to Hvy an Horſe, 
wall pry into euery part, to ſce whether he be found of 


 winde and limbe, and without cracke o1 flaw, and wie- 


ther his breeding were in a hard foyle , or whether he bee 


well paced, and likewiſe he will haue a care that his horſe 


ſhall haue all outward markes which betoken a- good 
horſe , yet with all the cunning he hath he may bee decei- 


ned; burtitheprouea lade, he may put himaway at the 


acxt Faire, l 
But it in choyſe of thy wife thou be deceiued , as many 
4 mcn 
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men are, thou muſt ſtand to'thy word , which thou 


madeft before the whole Pariſh , which was, to take 


 herfor deter for worſe , ſor there is norefuſivg : ſhee will 


ſticke to thee as cloſe as a ſaddle toa hotſe backe , and 
it ſhe be ftrowardly giuen, then ſhee will vexe thee night 
and day, 


Among the quieteſt couples that are, yet houſhold iars 


willariſe, but yet ſuch quarrels which happen inthe day, 


are often qualified with kiſſes in the night; but if it be not 
ſo ended, their thrift will goe forward like the carriage 
which 15 drawne between two horles, taile to taile,& it ſhe 


cannot reuenge her ſelte with her tongue , nor with her | 


hands, nor with conueying thy goods, yetſhewill Pay 


thee home privately; for it thou ſtrike with thy ſword, 


ſhe will ſtrike with the ſcabbard. Chufe nor the rapier by 


his ringing, nor thy wite by her {inging ; for if thou doeſt, 
thou miylt be very well deceiued 1n both, for thy rapier 
may proue a Iade,and thy wife but little berter. 

Now, if thou aske mee how thou ſhouldeſt chuſe thy 
wife > Ianſwere, tha: thou haſt the whole world to make 
 choyſe,and yer thou mayeſt be deceiued, Anancicnt Fa- 
ther being asked by a yong man how he ſhould chufe 


a wife, he anſwered liim thus : When thou feeta flocke / 


of Maidens together,hood-winke thy felfctaſt, and runne 
amongſt them, and Jooke which thou catcheſt , let her be 
thy wife. The yong man told him , that thee went blind- 
folded,he might be decetued : and ſo thou mayett (quoth 
the old man) if thy eyes were open ; for in the choyic of 
thy wife,thou muſt not truſt thine owne eyes,for hy will 
deceiue the2, and bz the caule of thy woe : for ſhe may 
ſeeme £00d whole waſte 1s like a wand , or ſhe which 
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hath a ſpider-fingered hanJ , or ſhe which on her tip-toes 


ft] Juih (tint, and never reades but in a golden booke, 
nor will not be caught but with a golden hooke z or fuch 
a One as can ſtroke a beard ,or looke a head, and of cuery 
Fla make her ſelte afraide; it one had a ſpring , ſuch a 
wench would make hima begeer , it he were halte a king: 
then this 1s no bargaine ſor thee, But harke a little fur- 
ther: the beſt time foray ong man to marry, isat the age 
of twenty and fiue, and then to take a wife of the age of 
ſenenrecne yeeres , or thereabout, rather a Maide then a 
widdow ; for a widdow is framed to the conditions of a- 
nother man, and can hardly be altered, fo that thy paines 
will be double : for thou muſt vnlearnea widdow, and 
make her forget and forgoe her former-corrupt and dif- 
ordered behautour, the whichis hardly to be done : but 


a young woman of tender yeeres is f|cxible and bending, 


obedient and ſubiect to doe iany thing , according to the 


will and pleaſure of her husband, 


And it thy ſtate be good,marry neere home, and at Ici- 
fare ; buritthy ſtate be weake-and poore, then to better 
chy ſelte, after inquiry made of her wealth and conditions, 
g2e farre off,and diſpatch it quickely, for doubt of tailing 
tpeeches, which commonly in theſe caſes runne berwixt 
party and party , and breake it off, euen then when tt is 
come to the vp ſhot : butasT haue already ſayd, before 
thou put thy foote out of doores , make diligent inquiry 


of her behautourz for by the Market-folke thou ſhalt 


| heare how the marker gocth : for by inquiry thou ſhalt 
' heare whether ſhe be wife, vertuous, and kinde, wearing 


but her owne proper haige , and ſuch garments as her 
trends eftatc will affoord ; or whether ſhe Ioue to keepe 
| within 


within the houſe, and to the ſeryants have a watchful 


> = o 


and to be content with what God doth ſend, or if ſhe can 
ſhed no kinde of vnfained teares; but when iuſt cauſe of 


and in health , ſhe will be all alike : ſuch a wife will make 
theea happy man in thy choyle, 
Although {ome happen on a diuelliſh and vahappy 


is a warning to make them wiſe, if they wake a ſecond 
choyſe, not thatall other thall haue the like fortune : the 
Sunne thineth vpon the good: and bad , and manya man 


| 1][husbandry: ſome thriue by marriage, and yet many are 
vndone by marriage; for marriage 1s either the making 


or marring of many a man: and yet I will not fay, buta- 


moneſt Duſt there are Pearles found, and in hard Rockes 


Queene of all women kinde, rhe Virgin AZary, the mother 


and her paines and lone vato our Sauiour Chriſt? 
Sara is commended for the earneſt lone that thee bare 
to her husband , nor one'y for calling him Lord , bubfor 


many other qualities, A:ſo S»{4zn tor her chailitie, and - 


for creeping on her knees to pleate her husband : but there 
are meaner hiſtories which make mention of many others; 
as that of Demetryes , how that ſhe was content to runnec 
Lackey by her husbands ftde, 
Likewiſe Lucretia, for the lone and loyalty thatſhee 

F.- "I bare 


eyc;or if ſhe haue a care when to ſpend,and when to ſpare, 


heartie ſorrow is;and that in wealth and woe, in fickeneſſs _ 
woman, yetall mendoenotſo; and ſuchas happen ill,te 


happeneth ſooner on a ſhrew then a theepe, Some thriue | 
by dicing , but not one ina unered; thereforedicing is - 


Diamonds of great value , and fo amongſt many women 
there are ſome good, as that gractous and glorious: 


of all bliffe : what won her honour, but an humble minde, 


dds 


bare to her husband,, being vnkindely abufed by an vn: 
chaſte lecher againſt her will,ſhe preſently flew her (elfe in 
the preſence of many, rather then ſhe would offer her bo- 
dy againe to het husband,being but once defiled. 

" Iris recorded of an Earle called Gunzales, that vpon 
the Kings d! (pleaſure was committed to priſon, and his 
wite hauing livertie to vifite him in prifon, on a time ſhe 
cauſed him to pur off his apparell, and to put on hers, and 
ſo by that meanes got out by the. Porter, and (he remai- 
ned in priſon, and fo by this meanes hee eſcaped the angry 
rape of his Prince , and afterwards his wife was delivered 
alſo. 

Likewiſe it wasno ſmall love that Artymensos bare to her 
husband ; for after his death ſhee built ſuch a famous Se« 

- pulchre(and beſtowed the greateſt part of her wealth ther- 
on) in ſomuch as at this day it is called one of the ſeauen 
great wonders of the world, jo 
Alfo Pliny makes mention of a Fiſher-man which dwelt 
neere vnto the Sea-{1de, and he fell ſicke of an, vncurable 
diſeaſe , by which meanes hee endured ſuch torment and 
paine, that it would haue grieued any creature to bþe- 
hold him; his carcfull and loving wife laboured and tra- 
nelled farreand neere to procure his health againe , but 
atlaſt ſecing all meanes in vaine , ſhee brake out with 
him in theſe words : Death at 6ne time or andther wall 
come , and therefore rather then you ſhould any longer 
endure this miſerable life, I aim content that both of vs 
reuent death before he come : fo this poore grieued man 
did yeeld to her counſel! , and they went forth to the top 
of an excceding high rocke, and there this woman bound 
her fete faſt to her husband , and from thence caſting 
| them- 


7. FT97 
themletues downe, ended their lines together, | 
Now I doe not commend this death to be godly, 
although it ſhcwed great loue in the Woman, No. 
doubt but the king of Ayra had a very kind and lo- 


uing VVite,as. ſhall appeare, for when Alexander the 


Great had deprived him of tHe greateſt part of his 


Kingdome,yet he bore it our very patiently,-with a 


valiant and manly courage,and without any ſhew of 
ontward gricfe at all : but when newes was brought 
him that his VVife was dead,he then moſt grieuoufly 
brake into teares,and wept birrerly, and withall he. ſaid, 
That the lofſe of his whole kingdome ſhould nor 
haue grieved him fo much,as the death of his Wite, 

-Ic 1s alſo recorded of Alexanader,that at the dcath 
of his Wife,he made ſuch a forrowfull kind of ſpeech 
tor' her,ſaying,Death were kind if he tooke nothing but that 


which offendeth,bat he hath taken ber away which neney offen- 


ded.Oh Death thou haſt bereaned me of the better part of my life. 
It is faid of Yalerivs Maxime that he on a time 


finding wo Serpents in his Bed-Chamber , being 
{trangely amazed thereat,he demanded of the South- 


fayers,what it meaned,and they anſwered him, Thatof 
neceſsitic he muſt kill one of them : and if he killed _ 
the Male, then he himſclfe mnſt firſt dye : and if. 

the Female,then his Wife ſhould dye before him -: 
And becauſe he loued his Vife terter- then ſimtelfe, - 
he mott willingly made choyſe of the Mile,and kil- | 

led him firſt, and ſhortly after he dyed, leauing his - 


Wife a Widow. 


Such a kind Foole to his Wife was Adam,tor he 
was forbidden on 'paine of death,not to cate of the 


H Tree 
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tree of g00d and cuill, yer forall chat, 4dam notwichftan- 
ding to 72ips his wiues kindaeſſe, and for loue he bare 


her , refuſed not to hazard his lite by breach of that.com- 


-—m:- Qdement; -..-|_ - : 


Burt becauſe inall chings there15 a contrary,which (] e:v- 
eth the difference betwixt tae good and the bad, euen ſo 


L ot'1 of men and women there are contrary ſorts of bcha- 


wiour : if inthy choyle thou happen ona good wife, deſire 
not to change,for there is a prouctbe ſaith, Seldome com- 
met'1.a better... And there is none poorer then thoſe that 
haue had many wiues, Thou maiſt beare a good affection 
towards thy wite, and yetnot let her know it:thou mayeſt 


/ Joue her well, and yet notcarry her onthy backe -; a man 
may louez his houſewell, and yet not ride on the ridge. 


Loue thy wife ;| and ſpeake her faire , although thou doe 
but flatter her;for women loue-to be accounted beautitull, 
and to be.miſtreſſes. of many maides , and ro live withour 


controlement, and kinde.words as much pleafe a woman 


as any other thing whatſoener : - and a mans chiefeſt defire 


fhould be.firſt the grace of God.a quiet life,and an honeſt 


 wifc, -a good report, and a friend in ſtore;and thenwhat 
need a man to aske any more 7 


Saint Pas/ faith, thoſe that marry doe well , but hee al- 
ja faith , thoſe which marry not doe better ; but yet alſo 
he ſaith, that 1tis better to marry then to burne in luſt. A 
merry c>mpanion being asked by histriend), why hce did 
not marry, hemade this anſ{were, and fayd; That hee had 


bene in Bedlam-two orthree times, and yet hee was ne-- 
_ner fo mad to marry: and yet there is no toy nor pleaſure 


inthe world waick may bee compared to marriage , ſo 


the parties are of neere equal yeeces , and of good qua- - 
= , _ lities:- 5 
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| Hiries, then good fortune and bad is welcome to them, 
| both their cares are equall, and their toycs alike , come 
 whatwill, all is welcome, and all is common betwixt 


them, the husband doth honour and reuerence her , aid 
ithe be rich, hee committeth all his goods to her Leeping, 

and it he be poore , and in aduerfitie , chen he bearcth but. 
the one halte of the griefe;and furthermore, ſhe will com- 


fort him with all the comfortable meanes ſhee can deuiſe, 


and if he will ſtay ſolirary in his houſe , ſhe will keepe him 


company, ifhe will walke into the fields , why ſhee will 


goe with him,;and if he be abſentfrom home, ſhee ſigheth 
often , and wiſheth his preſence : being come home, hee. 
findeth content, fitting ſmiling in every corner of his 
houſe, to giue him a kinde and a heartic welcome home, 
and ſhe receiucth him with the beſt and heartieſt toy thar 


 ſhecan, Many are the foyes and ſweet pleaſures in marrt- 


age, as in our children, being young , they play, pratcle, 
laugh, ' andſhew vs many pretty toyes to mooue vs te 


- mirthand laughter, and when'they are bigger growne, 
- and that age and pouerty hathafflicted the Parents , then 
_ they ſhew the duty of children in reliening their olde Pa- 


rcats with what they can ſhiftifor , and when'their Pa- 
rents are dead,they bring them to the earth, from'whence 
they came. "= 

Yet now conſider on the other fide , when a wrinckled 
and toethleſſe woman ſhall rake a beardlefle boy (aſhort 


tale to make of it) there can beeno liking nor louing be- 


_ tweene ſuch contraries, but continuall ftrifeand debate: 


ſo likewiſe, when matches are made by the Parents , and 
the dowry told and payd before the young couple haue 
any knowledge of it, and ſo many times are forced ___ 
| :H-3 - their 


cod (52) 
their minds.fearing the rigour and diſpleaſure of their Pa- 
rents, they often promiſe with cheir mouthes, that which; - 
they refuſe with their hearts, 
Alſo, if a Man marty a Wie for faire lookes withour | 
dowrygthen their loue will foonewaxe cold, infomuch that 
ghey vic them nor like VViues,bur rather like kitchinſtuffe, 
whereas thoſe which marty rich Wiues, they have alwaies 
ſomthing to be in louc wich all, tis a common thing now 
a dayes, that faire VV omen without riches, find more Lo- 
uzrs then Husbands. 
: Chuſe not a Wite too faire,nor too foule,nor too rich: 
for if ſhe be faire,euerie One will be catching at her, and if 
ſhee bee too foule, a Man will haue no minde to loue her, 
wich no Man likes,and it roo rich, thou thinkeſt ro marry 
with one which thou meaneſt xo make thy companion, 
chou ſhale find hera commanding Miſtreſſe,fo that riches 
-cauſeth a Woman to be proud, beauty makes her to be 
ſuf; etcd,and hard-iauour maketh her to be hated, There- 
fore chuſe a Wife young,well borne,and well brought vp, 
- xeaſonebly rich, and indifferent beautifull, and of a good 
wit and capacity : Alſo,in choyſe of a Vife,a Man ſhould 
- note the honeſty of the Parents,for it is a likelyhood, that 
thoſe Children, which are vertuouſly brought vp, will fol- 
low the fteps of their Parents ; but yet manya. Tree is 
ſpoyicd in the hewing : There are ſome which haue but _ 
one onely Daughter, and they arc ſo blinded with the ex- - 
treame Joue they beare her, that they will nor have her 
hindred of her will,whatfocuer ſhe defireth, but ſuffer her 
o live in all wanton pleaſure and delicacie, which. af- 
terwards turneth to bee: the cauſe of many inconueni- | 
ENCES, . | 
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Naw, the father beforc he marry his daughter, is to ſift 
throughly the qualitigs,behautour, and life of his Son-in- 
Jaw.for he which meeteth with a ctuill & an honeſt Son-in- 
law,getteth a good Son, & he chat mceceth with an ill one, 
caſteth away his Daughter. - 

The husband muſt prouide to fatishe the honeſt defires - 
of his wife,ſo that nether neceſsitie, nor ſuperfluitic be the 
occaſion to worke her diſhonour : for both want and plen- 
ty,boch calc and diſcalc, makes ſome VV omen oftentimes 
vachaſte :; And againe,many times, the VV ite ſeeing the 
Husband take no care far her,maketh ( belike ) this recko- 
ning,that no body ellc will carefor her,or defire her ; But 
to conclude this poynt ſhe onelyis to be. accoun- 
ted honeſt, who hauing libertie to doe amiſle,yerdoth 
it NOCr. 37s » 
Againe,a Manſhould thus account of his VWite,as the © 
oncly treaſure he entoyeth ypon earth, and he muſt alſo ac- 
count that there is nothing more due to the VVite, then 
the faithfull,honeſt,and louing companic of the Husband; 
He ought alſo in f1gne of loue, to: impart his ſecrets, and 
counſell vnto his VWitezfor many haue found much com- 
fort and profir, by taking their VVines counſell.,and if thou 
impart any ill happe to thy Wite,ſhe lightneththy griefe, 
eicher by comforting thee louingly; or clſe m bcaring' a” 
part thercol patiently.  Alſo' if thou eſpy a fault inthy - 
Wife,thou muſt not rebuke her angerly or reproachfully. 
but onely ſecretly berwixe you two, alwayes ' remem- 
bring, that chou muſt neither chide nor play with thy wife 
before company, taoſe that play and dally with them be- 
fore company, they doe thereby ſet other Meas teethon 
cdge,2nd make their Wiues the leffe EPO - | 

ol L 2 . TL 


_— 


oo” ww — 2 -_ 


tt behoouerh' che married man alwayes to ſhew hu- 
ſelke in ſpeech and: countenance both ' gentle and ami- . 

able; for it a woman of modeſt behautour feeth any 

grofſc incinillicic in her husband , ſhe doth not onely ab- 
_ hoxreir, but alſo thinketh with her ſelfe , that other merr 
- - are. more «diſcreet, and better brought vp : therefore it L 
®- _ ſtandeth himvponto bee ciuill and modeſt in his doings, _ ' 
" leſt he offend the chaſte thoughts of his wife , to whoſe þ 
liking hee ought to confirme himſclfc in all honeſt and 
reaſonable.things,and to take heede of cuery thing which 

- may diſlike her, by 

Why ſome women louetheir Louers better then their 
 Husbands; the reaſon is, the Louer in the preſence of his 
Lady isvery curious of his behautour , that hee victh no 
Ns __ vnſcemely geſtures, whereby there may beno ſuſpition of 
1 icalouſte, or any exception bee taken by any thing hee 
8 | doth : itbchooueth every woman to-haue-a great regard 
i to her behautour, and to: keepe her ſelfe out of rhe fire, 
is. — : knowing , that a woman of-ſuſpected chaſticic liueth but 
— _.inamiſcrable caſc, for there is but ſmall difference by 
-» being naught, and being thought naught, and when ſhee | 
 hearcth another woman ſpoken ill of, let her thinke in her 
- minde what may. bee ſpoken of her; for when a woman 
| bath .gottenan ill name, whether: it: bee deſeruedly or 
without cauſe, yet ſhe will haue- mach adoe to recover 
againg] the honour and. credite thereof : let a woman a- 
uoyde fo much as may bee the company of a woman | 
uh which hathan ill name , for many of chem endeauour by 
IB their euill faſhions and diſhoneft ſpeech , to bring others 
=  todocas they doe, and many of them wiſhin their hearts : 
.thatall women were like vnto themſelues, It may be _ 4 
's | 


4 # 4 ; . 
; | ( 3 .) | L 


L 5 
8 
A 
$ 
4 | 

bn 
5 - 
# 
bb 
38 

3 
* 


' 
Rn” Ee” 
LES wo oe a rr a. 4 LN oa — 


* 
% = Ie 
ENT Mg Co ROE 


« < & 
AT AT. Tye 9 " 


ks. "Fog OI IR 0 4 >» 4 
- on «pats bl 3X5 

Is bilo” © roy Et TW, WM pa 

OY ns. aY with 5's = =4 =". 


CO 
hy , ” es 4a 4 WT. ee. *p > 
a ors * "A Oe, © il 


wy " g *% S tp Fes ot? 1h 
— fi g # fon 4 Oe 9 Pe: 1ST 
#57 jo 4 TIO - 65%. 3 no po hs * 4.08 
«. w_ Ah, i wy wh. WL 2. A - 
3 $024 A a —» 
Pn. E457 Gn Pn TN 
ne - ” Dn cs re ) > i Cd MO ap 
- ge” 95 : 4 R. nt he 
- 5; =, » e 
> a Mono 4 _ 


Path oY I ti 6 , wy «> th 
yonh 308 $1 a” Is - . . 
ft ur __—_—_— 8A hang gr HS) | rr gc _ 


<.M 
* 
+ £ 
3 
q: 
'% 
£5 
F> 


___——_— 4 - py En POST Oe, us 11 FR 
Fl ; 5, Es Phy \ Pet 4 £! Who 3 St 4A Ae, a>, bye Gy OED A; % AT 4" J : * 
MS. rol +009, 0. DO ae Set RIS 


a > Hh _ 
D's, Sn 8 J ' 
& Ee eg £595; 08 ; RSS (ug 8 wh & Su #7 by 
bu; 6 , 


of many women, that the feathers are more woorth then 
the bird; therefore it betooueth cuery woman to behaue + 


_—— — —  _ 


her ſelfe ſo ſoberly and chaſtly in countenance and ſpeech, - 


IS 


t'1at no mairmay bce fo bold as to aſſaile her : for com» 
monly Caſtles, it chey ceme once to pariey,are at point to 


yeeld ; therefore if a woman by chance bee ſer vpon , ler © 


her make this anfwere, Vhen I was a Maide. I was at the 
diſpoſition of my Parents, but now Lam married, Iam 


artthe pleaſure of my husband, therefore-you were beſt _ 
ſpeake to him, and roknow his minde, what I ſhall doe; - 
and if her husband bee out of the way , let her alwayes be- 


haue her feltc as he were preſent, - 
Alſo a woman may conſider, it herhusband bee cho- 


 lericke and haſtie; ſhee muſt ouercome him with milde 


ſpecches,and if he chide'ſhe muſt hold her peace : -for the 


anſwere of a we women. tsfilence , and ſhee muſt ſtay to 


vtter her minde tillhee bee appeaſed of his furie, and at 


quiet : for if women many times would holde their 


tongues, they might be at quiet, There was a very angry / 


couple married together , and a friend being with them 


at ſupper , asked- them how they could agree together, - 


being both ſo froward and teftie:the good man made him 
this anfyere, VWhen I am angry,my wiſe beareth with me 
and whenſhe.is angry, Ibecare with her : for with what 


heart can a man ſo much as tonch a- haire of his wines: 
head ? (TI meane rigorouſly) for the husband ought to: 


rebuke her with kinde words ſecretly, and fecke to reforme 
her by good counſel] : hee ought to lay before: her the 
ſhame of ill doing , and the praiſe of well doing, if this 
will not ſerue , yethe ought rather patiently to forbeare 
her,then rigorouſly to beatcher , for ſhee is fiefhof his 


_— ___—— 
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(56) 

and there is no Man fo fooliſh to hurt his owne fleſh; 
A Man ought to bea comforter of his Wiſe, then furely 
he ought not to be a tormenter of her ; for with what face 
cana Man imbrace that body which his hands haue batte- 
red and bruiſed >” Or with whar heare can a VVoman love 
that Man which can find in his heart to bear her? 
Alfo, when a Man finderh a painfull & carefull woman, 
which knoweth when to ſpend,and when to fpare, and to 
keepe the houſe in good order,then the Husband will not 
deny ſuch a VWite any neceſlarie thing belonging to the _ 
Houſe : bur if ſhe be a light Huſwife, who liucth withour | 
doing any thing,withoutcaring for Husband,children,or 
ſcruants, or any other belonging to the Houſe, thereby 
ſhewing, alchough her body be in the Houſe, yet her mind 
1s abroad,which redowneth to her ſhame,and to her Huſs. © |} 
bands great hinderance : for when the Miſtreſſe is occupi- | 
cd in vanitic, the Seruants are carelefſe for her profit, but 
looke to their owne : for while the Miftreſſe playerh, the 


 Mayden ftrayeth. Wl 
But thoſe men are to be laughed at, who hauing aWike, 
and a ſufficient Vifte to doe all the worke within dores, 
which belongs toa Woman to doe, yet the Husband will | 
. fer Hens abrood ſeaſon the Por, & drefſe the Mear,or any 
the like worke, which belongeth not to the Man: ſuch hut: : 
| bands many times offend their VViues greatly, avd they | 
wrong themſelues, for it they were imployed abroadin | 
matters belonging to Men, they would be the more defi. 
rous being come home to take their eaſe, and not trouble 
' «their Whiues and Seruants in medling with their matters : 
For the rule and gouernement of the Houſe belongeth to 


the VWite a 
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' And he that hath awife of his. owne, and goeth to ano- 
cher woman, is like arichtheete,, which will fteale when 


- hehath noneede. 


Amongſt all the- creatures. that God hath created, 


| there is none more {ubteft to miſery then awoman , eſpe- 


 Cially thoſe that ace: fruictull ro- beare children : for they 


haue ſcarce amoneths reftin awhole yeere,; but arecon- 


 tinually overcome with paine,ſorrow.and feare, as indeed 


che danger of childe-bearing muſt needes bee a grear ter- 


rout to women, whichare counted- but weake veſſels in 


reſpe&t of men, and yetitis ſuppoled"thar there is no dil- 


- eaſe thara manendureth, thatis one halfe ſo-grieuous or 
 painefull as childe-bearing roa woman : Lerit be tooth- 


ach,gowt,or chollicke; nay,if a man had'all theſe at once, 
yer they werenothing comparable t0:2 wormany/paine in 
her trauel{ with childe. Sl 

Now if thou like not.my reafons to-expell: lone, then 
thou mayeſt try Ow/asart , who preſcribes a. falue ſor ſuch 
aſore; for hee counſels thoſe which feele this hortible 
heate., tocoole their flames-with,hearbes which arc'cold 
of Nature, as Rew, Lettice, andotherhearbes, too long 
£0 recite : alſo heefaith , thou ſhouldft abſtainefrom ex- 
cefie of meate and: drinke, for that provokes the minde 


ereatly to luft;alſo to hunt, to hawke, to ſhoore, to bowle, 


co run, to wraſtle, and ſome other play, for this will keepe 
thy minde from thinking of luſt: alſs:ſhun ſlouthfulneſſe 
and idlenefle, for theſe are the onely nurſes of loue; eſchew 


 melancholly or ſadnefle;and keepe merry company, turne- 
thy eyes from the place where bewitching' ſpirits are; 


left the remembrance doe encreaſe and rubbe thy galled 
minde : alſo to eſchew the' place where thou _-" 
Y | ec]: 
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icele the fire that burnethtiy minde with fuch vnquier 
ttoughts, . Likewile , ſaith he , beware thou doc not twile 
perue the ſecret flattering lecters of thy ſuppoſed friend- 
ly toy : for it thou. doe not refule the often view thercof, it 
will much encreaſe thy gricte,dolour and annoy : vic no | 
taike of her whom thouloueſt, nor ence name her-: for 
that will encreaſe thy! care ; by thinking in thy munde, 
that thou beholdeſt her ſacc-: but:ſome are perſwaded 
that no rules of reaſon canaſſwage this gricte z for loue is 
lawlefle , and obeyes no law , no nor yet no counſell can 
perſwade , nor take effe&t , or ſubdue the aftefionvl his. 
bewitched ſpirits, Furthermore , Onid-perſwades other 
rcaſo1.s to expell the heate of loue, tor where louc-1s {et- 
led, the louers aremany times hindred of their purpoſe: . 
ſometimes for want of friends conſent , or diſtance of 
place; then and in ſucha caſe,his counſel is to loue two or. 
three, for loue being ſo diuided, makes the loue of one 
the lefſe thought.vpon : or elſe, ſaith he, ſarisfie thy luſt 

CS hates 7 tor ic. will alſo helpe to weare the. 
former loue out of thy minde. Loe, thus O##a-ſhot, but 
yet he milt the marke , not for want of learning, buttor 
want of grace,for grace ſubdues.and treads all vices vnder 


| footalthough mortallmeanes doth preicribe diuers other, 


dyctsto walte the heate of loucs defire , -as long abſence 
from the place where thy liking liues,for the coals of com- 
fort doth kindle and heate the heart, that with abſence 
would be voyde of harme;z for abſence doth qualifie that 


ire, and coole the-mindes of thoſe which many times the: 


: company of wantons doth warme ::for he-which doth not- 
"ſhun the place where Yepws in her glory fits, hath no care: 
 vihimlcife, but ſuffers her to furprize his wits, 


+ _ 
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" Th: Bear-oatting, er the wanitie of Widdowes: 
chooſe you whether. 

VV Oc bee vnto that vnfortunate man that matcheth 
Y' Y himfelfevnto a Widdow;tor a Widdow will bec 
the cauſe ofa. thouſand woes: yet there are many that doe 
wiſh them(elues no worle matched then to a rich widdow: 
bur thou doeſt not know what grietes thou ioyneſt with 
the gaines;for it the be rich,ſhewill looke to gouerne; and 
it ſhe be poore,then art thou plagued both with beggery 
and bondage: againe,thy paines will be double,in regard 
of him which marryeth with a Maide;, for thou muſt vn- 
learne thy widdow', and make her forget her former cor- 
rupt and diſordered behauiour,the which if thou take vp- 
on thee wo doe, thou hadſt cuen as good vndertake'to 
waſha Blackamore white ; tor commonly widdowes are 
fo froward,ſo waſpiſh, and ſo ſtubborne, that thou canſt 
not wreſt them from their wils,and if thou thinke to make 
her good by ſtripes, thou muſt beate her to death, One 
hauing marryed with afroward widdow, fhee called him 
cheefe, and many other vnhappy names; ſo he tooke her, 
and cut the tongue our of her head; bur ſkee cuer after- 
wards would make theſigne of the Gallowes with her fin- 
gers to him. ; | | ol [3 

It is ſeldome or neuer ſeene, thata man marryeth with * 
a widdow for her beauty, nor for her perſonage; but onel 
forher wealth and riches; and it ſhe be rich and beautiful 
withall, then Mou matcheſt thy ſelfe to a ſhe Diuell :' fot 
ſhe will goe likea Peacocke, and thou like a VVoodcotke; 
for ſhee will hide her money to maintaine her pride: and 
if. thou at any time art deftrous to bee.merry in her com- 


| (60) ; 

- pany ſhe will fay.chou art merry , becauſe tho haſt gotten l 
a wife thatis able to maintaine thee, where before thou ; 
waſt a begger; and hadt nothing : and it thou ſhew thy 


felte {ad, ſhe will ſay, thouart fad becauſe thou canft not | 
- Fury her, thereby roenioy thar which ſhee hath : it chou 3 
mae prouifion to fare well in thy houſe, thee will bid thee þ 


ſpend that which thou broughteſ thy ſelfe. 
Ii thou ſhew thy ſelfe ſparing , ſhce wilh ſay thou ſhale 
- not pinch her of that which is her owne; and if thou doe 
any thing contrary to her minde , ſhee will ſay, her other 
husband was more kinde ; if thou chance to dine trom # 
ome, ſhee will bid.thee goc ſup with thy harlots abroad: | 
if thou goe abroad and ſpend any thing before thou com- \ 
meſt home, ſhe will ſay, a begger I found thee, and a beg- - * 
erthou meaneſt to leaue mee : if thou ſtay alwayes at 
Wo > ſhewillſay thouart happy that haſt gotten a wite 
that is able to maintaine thee idle : 1f thou carue her the 
beſt morſellon the table, though ſhce take it, yet ſhe will 
take it ſcornefully,and fay, ſhe had a husband that would 
ter her cut where ſhe liked her ſelfe. 
_ Andifthoucome in well-diſpoſed, thinking tobe mer- 


ry,and intreating her with faire words, ſhee will call chee 
<ſlembling hypocrite, ſaying, thou ſpeakeſt me (a; re with | 
thy tongue, but thy heart is on thy minions abroad, Loe ; 


_ theſcarethefranticketrickes of froward widdowes , they 
arencither well full nor faſting , they will neither goe co 
Church nor ſtay at home , I meane in regard of their im- | 
patient mindes : for'a man ſhall neyer bee quiet in ber i 
"fight, nor our of her ſight:.for if thou be in her fight, ſhee 7 
will yexe thee as before faid;and out of her ſight thy owne 
conſcience will torment and txouble thy minde to thinke 
on, 


+ -< 


[ 1 the Purgatory which perforcethou muft endiite, wheh 

thou commeſt home, ba ; 

q Shee will make Clubs trumpe when thouhaſt neuet a 

þ blacke Card in thy hand, for with her crucll tongue ſhee 


will ring thee ſucha peale, that one would thinke the Di- 
ucll were come from Hell ; beſides this, thou ſhalthaue a 
brended flat, like a Hell-hagge, witha paite of paps like 
a paire of dung-pots, ſhall bring in thy dinner, forthy 
widdow will not truſt thee. witha wench that is handſome 
in thy houſe: now if that vpon juſt occaſion thou throweſt 
the platters at thy Maides head, fecing thy meat broughr 
in by ſuch aſlut, and-o fluttiſhly dreftz then will thy wid- 
dow take Pepper in the Nolc, and ftampe and ſtare, and 
looke ſo ſowre, as if ſhee had come but euen then from 
cating of Crabs , ſaying ; If chouhadft not married wirh - 
ince, thou wouldeſthaue beene glad of the worſt morſell 
that is here : chen thou againereplying, fayeſt ; 1f had 
not beeneſo mad, the Diuell hinſelfe would nothaue 
had thee; and then without capſe thou blameſt her of 
old age,and of jeaſouſte ,, and for hiding her money , and 

' for conueying away her goods which thou haft bought 
with the diſpleaſure of thy friends, and diſcredit to thy 
ſelfe , in regard of her yeares; then apaine , ſhee on the 0- 
ther fide runneth out to her neighbours, and there ſhee 
thundreth out a thouſand iniurtes that thon doeft her; 
ſaying,my Cornc he fendeth to rhe Market, and my Cat- 
tell co the Fayre and looke what he openly findeth, hee 
taketh by force, and what I hide ſecretly, he prinily ſtea- 
leth it away.,and playeth away all my money at Dice, Loe 
thus he conſumech my ſabſtance , and yet hateth my per- 
a : no longer then] feedehim y_ money, cat ] m_ F 
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(62) 
his company, now be hath that he ſought for , hee giueth 
me nothing elſe but froward anſwers, and foule vſage, 
and yet, God knowes, of pure loue I marryed him with 


- nothing, but now his ill husbardry is like to bring to ru- 


ine both me and my children : but now all this while fhee 
doth not forget to tell of her owne good huſwitry, ſaying. 


'Ifit working all day at my needle, or at my diſtaffe,and he 


like an vnthrift, and a whore monger, runneth at random: 
thus they are alwayes ſtretching their debate vpon the 
racke of vengeance. | | 

. Loeherets alife , but it is as wearifome as hell : for it 
they kiſſe in the morning , being friends, yet ere noore 
ready. to throw the houte (out-at a window ,- The Pa- 
piſts afftirme, that Heauen is wonne by Purgatory, but in 
my minde a man ſhall neuer come into a worſe Purgato- 
ric, then to bee matched with a froward VViddow. - Hee 
thatmatcheth himſelfe ro a VWiddow and three children, 
matcheth himſelfe to foure theeues- One hauing married 
with a VViddow,it was his lacke to bury her ; but not be- 


forc he was fore. vexed with her ,. for afterwards hee lying 


on his death-bed, .his friends exhorted him to pray vato 


- God that hisſoule might reſt in theauen : and hee asked 


them this queſtion, whither (fayd hee ) doe you thinke my 


_ Wife is gone 2. and they ſayd vnto him , no doubt but that 


yourwife is gone to heauen before you: hereplyed, ' ] 


- CarenotWhither I goe, ſo Igoenor where my wife is for 
 Jeare I meete with her , and bee vexed with hers I hauc 


beene heretofore. | Pq 
_ . Another having married witha VWiddow , being one 
Gay ata Sermon, heard the Preacher ſay , whoſoeuer will 

bcc laued , lethim take vp his croſle and follow mee this 
4 M mad 


mon 
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mad fellow after Sermon was ended , tooke his wite vpon 


his backe, and came to the Preacher , and ſaid, here is my 


crofle,l am ready to follow thee whither thou wilt. 


Another hauing marryed with a widdow, which ſhew- 
cd her felfe like a Saint abroade, buta Diuellathome; a 
friend of herhvsoands told him, that hee had gotten him 
_ a gooJ,ſti!], and quier wite: yea marry quoth the married 
man,you ſee my thooe 15 taire and new, bur yet you know 


not where tt pincheth me, 

Another merry companion hauing marrfed with a 
widdow, and carrying her ouer the Sca into Fraxce, there 
ſodainely aroſe a great ſtorme, in ſo much that they were 


' all in danger of drowning ; the Maſter of the ſhip called 


vnto the Marriners , and badthem take and throw ouer- 
board all thz heauieft goods in the ſhip; this married man 
hearing 3008 ſay fo, he tooke his Widdow, and threw her 
ouer-board : and being asked the reaſon why he did fo, hee 
ſayd, that he neuer felt any thing inall his life that was ſo 
heauy to him as ſhe had beene. tapes 


bk - 


Anotiter hauing martied with a widdow , and within 


awhile after they were marryed, ſhee went out into the 


garden, and there finding her hnsbands fhirt hang cloſe 
on the hedge by her maides ſmocke , thee went preſently 


and hanged her ſelte vpon a icalous conceit that ſhe tooke, 
and a merry fellow asking the cauſe why the hanged her 
ſelfe.and being told that it was for icaloufic: I woull fayd 
he, that all trees did beare ſuch fruit. | | 


Thou maiſt rhinke that I have ſpoken enouph CONCEr- 


ning widdowes ; but the further I runne after them, the 
further I am from them ; for they are the ſumme of the 
ſcaucn deadly finnes , tac Ficnds of Satan, and the gow 
| | Fe, O BL 0 
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__ _- » of Hell. Naw methinketh I heare ſome ſay vnto me, that 


i  Tſhould have told them this leſſon ſooner , for too late 
.  -  commeth medicine when the patient is dead; eucn fo roo 
" late commeth counſell, when it is paſt remedy, but it is 
| better lace then neuer, for it may. be a warning to make 
others wiſe, | * 
But why doc I make fo long barueſt of folittle Corne ? 
ſecing the Corne is bad,my harueſt ſhall ccaſe,for fo long 
as women doe ill,chey muſt not thinke to be well ſpoken 
of, if you would be well reported of, or kept like the Roſe 
_achen ithath loft the colour, then you ſhould ſinell ſweet 
in the bud, as the Roſe doth, or if you would be taſted for 
olde wine, you ſhould be ſweet at the: firſt, like a pleaſant 
Grape, then ſhould you be cheriſhed for your courtefie, 
and comforted for your heneſty, fo. ſhould you be preſer- 
ued like the ſweet Roſe,and eſteemed of as pleaſant VVine. 
But to what purpoſe 0 I go about to inſtrudt yeu, know- 
ing that ſuch as counſell the Diucll, can.neuer atnend him 
of his cuill> 4 
And. fo praying thoſe Which haue already made their 
- choyfe, and ſcene the trouble, & felt the torments that arc 
with VY omen, to take it merrily, and to efteeme of this 
_  Bookeonlyas the toyes of, an idle head. 
NorlT would not. have Women. murmbre againſt me 
for thatT hauenotwritten.more bitterlyagainſt Men, for 
it is avery hard Winter when one Wolfe-cateth ansther. 
| and 1tisalfo an ul Bird that defileth her own neſt, 
and a moſt vnkind part of one Man ts. 
c  ſpeakeill of another, 
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